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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of: 

the  Urban  District  Council  of  Bushey, 
the  Urban  District  Council  of  Chorleywood, 
the  Urban  District  Council  of  Rickmansworth, 
and 

the  Rural  District  Council  of  Watford 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  together  with  the  Reports 
by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  their  work  in  the  Districts,  for 
the  year  1969. 

In  the  preface  to  my  last  two  Annual  Reports  I  have  described  public 
health,  at  least  from  the  point  of  view  of  local  government  administration, 
as  being  in  a  ‘‘state  of  incubation”,  awaiting  the  hatching  of  at  least 
three  important  reports,  the  Seebohm  Committee,  The  Royal  Commission 
on  Local  Government  (better  known  as  Redcliffe-Maud)  and  the  Green 
Paper  on  the  health  services.  These  have  now  all  duly  come  forth,  and 
one  of  them,  the  Green  Paper  has  in  fact  already  (to  continue  the  metaphor) 
gone  into  a  second  generation. 

The  Seebohm  Report  I  commented  on  last  year.  Its  main  provisions, 
namely  the  creation  of  separate  welfare  services,  in  County  and  County 
Borough  Councils,  are  now  before  Parliament  in  the  shape  of  the  Social 
Services  Bill,  and  likely  soon  to  be  enacted.  Most  of  us  in  public  health 
regret  this  move.  The  dividing  line  between  health  and  social  work  is 
impossible  to  define;  much  of  modern  public  health  consists  of  supplying 
health  care  at  the  points  of  priority  need,  namely  those  with  social  prob¬ 
lems,  e.g.  the  aged,  the  handicapped,  the  deprived.  Medical  advice  will 
still  be  needed,  but  the  advice  will  now  be  given  by  an  outsider,  not  by 
one  intimately  involved  in  organising  an  efficient  service. 

Of  more  concern  to  readers  is  the  future  of  local  government,  as  it 
will  affect  their  future  too.  The  White  Paper,  (published  in  February  1970) 
confirms  the  Redcliffe-Maud  view  that  public  health  should  be  the  concern 
of  the  major  unitary  ar-^horities  only.  The  White  Paper  must  be  read  in 
conjunction  with  the  Second  Green  Paper  (published  in  March  1970), 
which  outlines  the  suggested  structure  of  the  future  of  the  National  Health 
services.  At  present,  local  authority  public  health  services  (as  provided 
by  District  councils)  are  not  part  of  the  National  Health  Service.  Local 
health  authority  (County  Council)  public  health  services,  on  the  other 
hand,  in  that  they  were  set  up  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  are  part  of  the  National  scheme.  The  principle  outlined  in  the  Second 
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Green  Paper  is  one  of  unification.  It  seeks  to  take  the  County  Council 
services  (often  referred  to  as  ‘^personal”  health  services,  e.g.  maternal 
and  child  health,  mental  health,  convalescent  homes,  etc.,)  away  from  local 
government  and  put  them  in  with  hospital  services  and  general  practitioner 
services,  together  as  a  unified  health  service.  The  old  functions  of 
District  public  health,  it  is  suggested,  i.e.  the  control  of  epidemic 
diseases,  environmental  sanitation,  etc.,  will  go  to  the  new  local  authority, 
the  unitary  authority.  The  big  difference  will  be  that  they  will  presumably 
have  no  MOH  on  their  staff  to  administer  these  public  health  services. 
The  Green  Paper  envisages  that  a  specialist  consultant,  known  as  the 
“Community  Physician”  on  the  staff  of  the  National  Health  Service,  will 
“advise”  the  local  government  on  this(and,  presumably  on  medical  aspects 
of  welfare,  housing,  staffing,  etc.) 

If  the  old-style  MOH  is  to  go  it  will  create  many  problems.  The  MOH 
has  become  part  of  the  background  (“When  in  doubt,  consult  the  MOH”). 
The  new  local  authorites  will  need  to  ensure  that  their  “adviser”  on  health 
is  a  personality  well  known  and  well  respected  locally,  both  by  the  general 
public  and  the  medical  profession,  not  a  “faceless  stranger”  operating  by 
remote  control.  The  ideal  solution  would  have  been  to  have  included  the 
whole  health  service  in  local  government.  The  compromise  recommended 
is  to  ensure  that  the  new  health  authorities  are  geographically  co-terminous 
with  the  new  local  government  boundaries.  This  may  perhaps  give  a 
“local”  complexion  to  the  health  service.  Indeed  what  can  be  of  more 
vital  everyday  local  concern  than  health?  Without  health  all  other  en¬ 
deavours  are  in  vain. 

In  the  following  pages,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  and  your  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspectors,  have  set  out  for  your  consideration,  an  account  of  the 
health  of  the  people  of  the  four  Districts  whom  you  represent,  and  the 
steps  taken  on  your  behalf  to  preserve  their  health  which  we  have  carried 
out  during  the  year  1969. 


WILLIAM  NORMAN-TAYLOR,  M.D.,  (Lond.),  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.A.  (MFA),  D.P.H.,  D.I.H.,  F.R.S.H.  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Ivy  House,  35  High  Street,  Bushey,  Herts.  Tel;  01-950  4242  April,  1970 
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THE  STATE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
IN  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 


CONSOLIDATED  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimates  of  the  mid-year  populations  of  the 
Districts,  which  form  the  basis  for  most  of  the  statistical  data  in  the 
reports,  are  analysed  in  the  following  table  : 


Population 

Total 

Natural 

1969 

1968 

Increase 

Increase 

Mi  g  rati 

Bushey 

25,290 

24,750 

54 

180 

360 

Chorleywood 

8,100 

7,950 

150 

22 

128 

Rickmansworth 

30,360 

30,290 

70 

100 

-30 

Watford  Rural 

54,320 

54,170 

150 

85 

65 

S.W.  Herts. 

Combined  Districts 

118,070 

117,230 

840 

497 

343 

Note  “Natural  Increase”  :  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths. 

(The  figures  in  the  last  column  may  include  adjustments  in 
estimates  of  the  previous  year.) 


Comments.  The  population  of  the  South  West  Herts.  Combined  Districts 
apparently  increased  by  910  persons  during  the  year,  387  being  due  to 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  and  the  balance  presumably  due  to 
inward  migration.  However  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  population 
figure  for  Rickmansworth  is  almost  certainly  erronious  as  it  is  exactly 
the  same  as  for  1968.  (This  also  happened  for  the  two  years  1967  and 
1966  when  the  Rickmansworth  population  was  given  as  30,290  for  two 
years  running.)  I  am  unable  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  explanation  for  this 
from  the  Registrar  General,  and  in  the  absence  of  further  information 
further  deductions  with  regard  to  population  are  pointless.  The  birth  rates 
and  death  rates  for  Rickmansworth  must  also  be  suspect,  though  the 
error  will  in  fact  be  very  small. 


BIRTH  RATES 

The  number  of  births,  by  sex,  in  each  District  is  set  overleaf.  The 
basic  figures  have  been  corrected  to  exclude  non*resident  births  (such  as 
those  occuring  in  the  Bushey  Maternity  Home  which  caters  for  the  Greater 
London  Council)  and  to  include  babies  born  outside  the  area  (e.g.  in 
Watford  Borough)  to  parents  resident  in  the  area.  The  birth  rates  are  the 
number  of  babies  born  alive  per  1,000  home  population,  adjusted  by  a 
comparability  factor  which  allows  for  the  age  group  composition  of  the 
population  to  make  them  comparable  with  national  rates. 
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Birth  Rates 


II  legitimate 


Live  Births 
(Mo  le  &  Fema  le) 
(1969) 

387 
65 
359 
604 


1,415 


Adjusted  L  ive 
Birth  Rate 


Still  Births 


Bushey 
Chorleywood 
Ric  kmansworth 
Watford  Rural 

S.W.  Herts, 

Combined 

Districts 

Herts.  County 
England  &  Wales 


Changes  in  the  Birth  Rate 

Bushey 
Chorleywood 
Ric  kmansworth 
Watford  Rural 
Herts.  County 
England  and  Wales 


(1968) 

(1969) 

(1968)  (1969) 

(1968) 

391 

14.7 

15.17 

1 

3 

70 

8.4 

9.24 

0 

2 

407 

12.6 

14.43 

0 

7 

708 

11.0 

12.67 

7 

12 

1,576 

. 

_ 

8 

24 

— 

14.9 

16.2 

— 

— 

— 

16.3 

16.9 

— 

— 

1969 

1959 

1949 

1939 

14.7 

16.0 

14.9 

13.0 

8.4 

13.9 

12.1 

9.0 

12.6 

14.7 

15.9 

18.8 

11.0 

15.7 

15.1 

13.9 

14.9 

— 

— 

— 

16.3 

16.5 

16.7 

14.7 

24 

2 

12 

43 

81 


(1968) 

24 

8 

24 

59 


45 


The  total  number  of  babies  born  during  the  year  was  161  less  than  last 
year,  with  a  drop  in  all  Districts.  The  birth  rates  continued  their  steady 
decline,  Chorleywood  still  keeping  its  place  as  the  least  fecund  District. 


Stillbirths 


(1969) 

(1968) 

Rate 

(1968) 

Bushey 

1 

3 

3 

8 

Chorleywood 

0 

2 

0 

28 

Rickmansworth 

0 

7 

0 

17 

Watford  Rural 

7 

12 

11 

17 

S.W.  Herts.  Combined  Districts 

8 

24 

5.5 

15 

Herts.  County 

— 

— 

10.9 

12.8 

England  and  Wales 

— 

— 

13 

14.3 

The  stillbirth  rate  is  the  number  of  still  births  per 

1,000  total 

live  and 

still  births.  The  numbers  in  each 

District  are 

;  too  small  to  draw  conclu- 

sions,  but  the  figures  show  a  gratifyingly  low 
national  one. 

level  as  compared  with  the 

Illegitimate  Births 

(1969) 

(1968) 

Rate 

(1968) 

Bushey 

24 

24 

6 

6.1 

Chorleywood 

2 

8 

3 

11.1 

Rickmansworth 

12 

23* 

3 

5.6 

Watford  Rural 

43 

59* 

7 

8.2 

S.W.  Herts.  Combined  Districts 

81 

115 

5 

7.8 

England  and  Wales 

— 

— 

8 

8.5 

*Includes  one  still  birth 
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There  were  considerably  less  illegitimate  births  this  year,  81  as  com¬ 
pared  with  115  last  year.  The  figures  are  too  small  to  draw  comparisons 
but  the  rate  for  the  Combined  Districts,  namely  5%  of  the  total  number  of 
live  births,  compares  very  well  with  the  national  figure  of  8%. 


DEATH  RATES 

There  was  a  slight  reduction  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  the 
Combined  Districts  during  1969,  918  as  compared  with  1,080,  453  being 
males  and  465  females.  There  was  a  similar  small  drop  in  the  numbers 
under  the  age  of  65,  342  as  compared  with  369,  but  in  this  age  group 
there  is,  as  is  usual,  a  preponderance  of  males.  Most  of  these  are  in 
the  age  group  35-65,  where  deaths  among  men  are  about  double  those  in 
women. 

Death  rates  in  S.W.  Herts,  have  always  tended  to  be  low  as  compared 
with  the  national  figures,  even  when  adjusted  for  sex  and  age  ratio.  This 
is  presumably  attributable  to  our  relatively  affluent  standard  of  living  here, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  this  is  also  to  some  extent  undoubtedly  the  cause 
of  some  of  our  losses  in  middle  age. 


Death  Rates 

Under  65 

Adjusted 

Comp. 

M  F 

Total 

M 

F  Total 

Death  Rate 

Factor 

Bushey 

111  96 

207 

39 

25  64 

9.8 

(1.20) 

Chorleywood 

21  22 

43 

6 

3  9 

5.9 

(1.12) 

Rickmansworth 

145  114 

259 

61 

24  85 

10.0 

(1.18) 

Watford  Rural 

276  243 

519 

119 

65  184 

10.3 

(1.07) 

S.W.  Herts. 

Combined  Districts 

453  465 

918 

225 

117  342 

— 

— 

Herts.  County 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

10.4 

(1.14) 

England  and  Wales 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

11.9 

(1.00) 

Changes  in  the  Death 

Rates 

1969 

1959 

1949 

1939 

Bushey 

9.8 

9.1 

10.4 

7.9 

Chorleywood 

5.9 

9.2 

11.3 

9.6 

Ric  kmans  worth 

10.0 

10.0 

9.3 

8.5 

Watford  Rural 

10.3 

10.0 

7.9 

8.8 

England  and  Wales 

11.9 

11.6 

11.8 

12.1 

Infantile  mortality 

This  year  very  few  babies 

died  in 

their 

first  year 

of  life,  13 

as  corn- 

pared  with  30  last 

year,  (which  was 

exceptionally 

high).  The 

overall 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  i.e. 

the  number  of  deaths  of 

infants  under  one 

year  per  1,000  live  births,  in  the  Combined  Districts,  has  been  consistently 
lower  than  the  rate  for  the  County  as  a  whole,  which  in  turn  is  lower  than 
for  the  country  as  a  whole.  This  pattern  goes  back  many  years  and  is 
presumably  a  reflection  of  the  relatively  high  standards  of  hygiene  and 
child  care  that  are  found  in  this  area. 
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Among  the  81  illegitimate  births  there  were  no  deaths  under  1  year. 
A  zero  illegitimate  infantile  mortality  rate  has  never  before  been  recorded 
in  the  Combined  Districts;  usually  illegitimate  babies  have  a  much  higher 
death  rate  than  wanted  babies.  The  fact  that  this  has  been  reversed  is  a 
reflection  of  the  increasing  attention  being  given  to  “unsupported  mothers” 
by  the  health  visitors.  The  Child  Welfare  services  are  the  responsibility 
of  the  Health  Authority  (the  County  Council)  and  to  them  must  go  the  credit 
for  this  achievement.  The  rate  in  1969  for  Herts.  County  was  22  and  for 
England  and  Wales,  25. 

Fourteen  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  1  week  of  age  (the  same 
figure  for  those  dying  under  4  weeks)  giving  a  neo-natal  and  early  neo-natal 
death  rate  of  10,  as  compared  with  10  and  9  respectively  for  Herts.  County 
and  12  and  10  for  England  and  Wales.  Counting  in  the  still  births  gives  a 
total  of  28  and  a  “perinatal”  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
of  20,  compared  with  20  in  the  County  and  23  in  England  and  Wales. 


Infantile  Mortality  Rates 


1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1959 

1949 

1939 

Bushey 

13 

36 

8.43 

10.5 

9.01 

18.9 

31 

48 

Chorleywood 

— 

14 

— 

25.6 

24.39 

22 

52 

29 

Rickmansworth 

6 

12 

18.33 

19.8 

15.59 

14.7 

28 

32 

Watford  Rural 

10 

14 

21.01 

17.4 

12.45 

19.1 

24 

56 

Combined  Districts 

9.5 

19 

16.32 

_ 

_ 

— 

Hertfordshire 

14.1 

16.2 

14 

13.9 

15.7 

— 

— 

— 

England  and  Wales 

18 

18 

18.3 

19 

19 

22 

32 

51 

Maternal  Mortality.  No  maternal  deaths,  or  deaths  due  to  pregnancy  were 
recorded  in  any  of  the  four  Districts  during  the  year. 


Numbers  Dying  from  Certain  Causes 


Cancer  of  Lung 

Cancer  of  Stomach 

Coronary  Heart 

All  Ages 

Under  65 

All  Ages 

Under 65 

All  Ages 

Under 65 

F  T 

M 

F  T 

yvi 

F  T 

F 

T 

M  F  T 

M 

F  T 

Bushey 

11 

1  12 

2 

1  3 

5 

6  11 

3 

1 

4 

27  17  14 

11 

3  14 

Chorleywood 

1 

-  1 

— 

—  — 

— 

1  1 

— 

— 

— 

8  6  14 

2 

—  — 

R  ic  kma  ns  w  or  th 

11 

5  16 

7 

-  7 

1 

2  3 

1 

— 

1 

49  23  72 

25 

3  28 

Watford  Rural 

30 

-  30 

23 

-  23 

7 

5  10 

3 

1 

4 

63  32  95 

27 

3  30 

Combined 

Districts 

53 

6  59 

32 

1  33 

13 

14  25 

7 

2 

9 

147  78  225 

65 

9  72 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

Stroke 

Cancer 

of 

Breast 

Cancer 

of 

Uterus 

Motor 

Acci¬ 

dents 

Other 

Acci¬ 

dents 

Suicide 

All 

Under 

All  Under 

All  Under 

All  Under 

A.  11  Under 

All  Under 

All  Under 

ages  65 

ages 

65 

ages 

65 

ages 

65 

ages  65 

ages 

65 

ages  65 

Bushey 

10 

2 

28 

8 

7 

2 

— 

— 

3  - 

8 

3 

1  1 

Chorleywood 

2 

— 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

1 

—  — 

Ric  kmans  worth 

11 

— 

33 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5  4 

3 

— 

3  3 

Watford  Rural 

68 

28 

71 

12 

9 

7 

2 

1 

6  4 

15 

6 

4  3 

Combined 

Districts 

91 

30 

138 

29 

19 

11 

3 

2 

14  8 

27 

10 

8  7 

8 


Deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung 


1969 

M  F  T 


1968  1967 

M  F  T  M  F  T 


1966 

M  F  T 


Deaths 

England  and  Wales 
Male 
Female 


53  6  59  54  18  72 

29,768  28,826 

24,695  23,896 

5,073  4,930 


46  12  58  45  10  55 

28,250  27,019 

23,546  22,606 

4,704  4,413 


1954 

M  F  T 
16,264 


Causes  of  Death 

The  causes  of  death  in  each  District  are  given  in  the  body  of  the 
Report.  In  the  Combined  Districts,  out  of  a  total  of  918  deaths,  225  were 
due  to  ischaemic  heart  disease  (principally  coronary  heart  disease). 
Other  principal  causes  of  death  were  138  due  to  ‘‘stroke”  (cerebrovascular 
disease),  91  due  to  pneumonia,  59  due  to  cancer  of  the  lungs,  49  due  to 
chronic  bronchitis,  and  25  due  to  cancer  of  the  stomach.  The  tables  show 
the  proportion  of  these  which  have  occurred  under  the  age  of  65,  not 
because  these  are  any  different  in  terms  of  human  suffering,  but  are  the 
more  important  for  objective,  social  and  economic  reasons.  The  age 
difference  is  seen  most  strikingly  in  cancer  of  the  lung  where  two-thirds 
of  the  deaths  were  under  65.  In  this  disease  the  sex  difference  is  also 
very  striking,  51  men  and  seven  women  and,  under  65,  33  men  and  one 
woman.  In  Watford  Rural,  for  some  reason,  no  women  of  any  age  died  of 
this  disease. 

In  the  other  diseases,  except  for  stroke,  well-known  as  a  disease  of 
old  age,  roughly  a  third  of  the  deaths  occur  before  the  age  of  65.  In  the 
case  of  coronary  heart  attack,  no  less  than  72  persons,  69  of  them  men, 
were  still  in  the  prime  of  life.  Thirty  persons  under  65  died  of  pneumonia, 
usually  regarded  nowadays  as  not  very  serious  in  younger  persons.  Cancer 
takes  its  toll  of  younger  women;  11  of  the  19  deaths  from  cancer  of  the 
breast  were  less  than  65  years  of  age.  There  were  only  three  deaths  from 
cancer  of  the  uterus,  two  of  them  under  65.  I  have  no  figures  as  to  the 
proportion  of  these  which  were  cancer  of  the  cervix  (which  our  well-women 
clinics  are  designed  to  prevent)  but  this  form  of  cancer,  preventable  by 
screening  out  those  found  to  be  at  risk,  is  a  much  smaller  problem  than 
most  other  types  of  cancer. 


Cancer  of  the  lung  is  due  almost  entirely  to  cigarette  smoking;  if  we 
take  95%  as  being  due  to  this  cause,  then  55  persons,  of  the  59  who  died 
from  this  condition,  hastened  their  own  deaths  by  this  pernicious  habit. 
This  number  of  deaths  has  been  roughly  the  same  for  some  years  now 
(except  for  a  sharp  increase  last  year).  The  total  for  England  and  Wales 
continues  to  creep  up  however  and  the  provisional  figure  issued  by  the 
Registrar  General  for  1969  is  29,768,  As  usual,  far  more  men  than  women 
die  of  this  disease,  roughly  six  times  as  many,  a  proportion  paralleled 
in  the  national  figure.  It  is  assumed  that  it  takes  at  least  20  years  of 
smoking  to  bring  on  this  disease,  so  we  are  still  seeing  a  reflection  of 
smoking  habits,  as  between  men  and  women,  as  was  the  fashion  20  or 
30  years  ago.  It  used  to  be  rare  for  working-class  women  to  smoke,  and 
this  may  be  the  reason  for  Watford  Rural’s  freedom  from  this  disease  today. 
Unfortunately  women  of  all  classes  are  now  smoking  as  much  as,  if  not 
more,  than  their  menfolk. 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  stomach  rose  from  19  to 
26,  nine  of  them  still  young.  This  disease  is  also  commoner  among  smokers. 

It  is  estimated  that  cigarette  smoking  contributes  to  a  quarter  of  the 
coronary  deaths  and  three  quarters  of  the  bronchitis  deaths.  In  our  figures 
therefore  56  deaths  from  coronary  and  36  of  the  bronchitis  deaths  would 
have  been  due  to  smoking. 

Coronary  disease  is  in  some  way  related  to  our  modern  way  of  life, 
possibly  a  combination  of  smoking,  overeating,  lack  of  exercise  and 
nervous  “stress^’.  It  is  rare  among  people  living  in  a  more  traditional 
way,  for  example  the  peasants  of  Norway  and  the  Bantu  tribes  of  South 
Africa  —  even  though  they  smoke.  In  all  ages  it  is  twice  as  common 
among  men,  but  six  times  as  many  men  under  65  die  of  it  as  compared 
with  their  wives. 

There  were  eight  deaths  from  diabetes,  another  disease  related  to  our 
modern  way  of  life. 

Deaths  among  children  nowadays  are,  thankfully,  relatively  rare,  and 
when  caused  by  disease  it  is  usually  a  rare  or  non-preventable  disease. 
There  were  13  deaths  in  children  between  the  ages  of  lyear  and  15,  which 
is  three  less  than  last  year,  the  causes  being  as  follows 


Pneumonia  .  3 

Malignancy  (cancer)  ...  1 

Congenital  defect  ...  3 

Accidents  .  4 

Other  causes  .  2 


Two  of  the  accidental  deaths  were  due  to  a  motor  accident. 


There  were  eight  deaths  from  suicide,  one  less  than  last  year.  Seven 
of  these  were  in  middle  aged  persons,  and  only  one  in  a  person  over  65. 

Motor  accidents  accounted  for  14  deaths,  six  men  and  four  women. 
Eight  of  these  were  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65. 

Other  accidents,  usually  in  the  home,  accounted  for  27  deaths,  of 
which  17  were  persons  over  65,  one  was  a  child,  and  two  were  babies. 
These  figures  clearly  show  that  it  is  the  more  helpless,  and  less  agile 
or  experienced  groups  of  people  who  are  most  vulnerable.  We  have  no 
statistics  for  the  non-fatal  accidents,  nor  (which  would  be  almost  as 
important)  for  the  ^‘near  missess”. 

Accident  figures  show  no  tendency  to  increase  however,  and,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  population  growth,  have  remained  relatively  constant. 


Deaths  from  infectious  Disease 

Deaths  from  infectious  disease  is  now  very  rare.  Five  persons  died 
from  this  cause,  two  being  due  to  tuberculosis  as  a  primary  or  secondary 
cause.  There  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis. 
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COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


Dysentery 

The  epidemic  of  dysentery  which  was  affecting  primary  schools  in 
Bushey  and  South  Oxhey  in  1968  carried  on  into  the  first  few  months 
of  1969,  then  died  away.  This  is  the  disease  which  gives  your  staff 
the  greatest  amount  of  work,  both  on  paper,  in  contacting  the  various 
persons  or  agencies  concerned,  and  actual  work  in  the  field  in  tracing 
contacts,  collecting  specimens,  etc.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  also  tends  to  find  itself  overburdened  with  work  at  such  times. 
I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  paying  tribute  to  the  many  hours 
of  extra  work  undertaken  by  their  staff  on  our  behalf,  often  at  week-ends, 
which,  like  so  much  of  the  hospital  service,  we  are  inclined  to  take  for 
granted. 

Typhoid 

A  potentially  alarming  situation  arose  during  the  year  when  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  bakery  and  pastry  shop  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  this 
disease.  He  began  to  feel  unwell  soon  after  he  had  returned  from  a  holiday 
in  Italy,  but,  being  the  self-employed  manager  of  the  shop,  continued  to 
work  until  he  felt  too  ill  to  continue.  Only  then  was  the  true  nature  of  his 
illness  discovered  and  he  was  at  once  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital 
where  his  condition  remained  serious  for  several  weeks,  and  where  he 
remained  for  over  two  months.  Meanwhile,  the  shop  was  closed  and  all 
potentially  affected  foods  were  seized  and  destroyed.  A  great  many 
customers  were  possibly  affected,  and,  since  this  bakery  had  supplied 
cakes  to  a  cafe  near  the  Ml,  the  threat  of  a  very  wide-spread  outbreak 
was  apparent.  All  his  staff  were  examined  and  kept  under  close  surveil¬ 
lance,  and  the  end  of  the  quarantine  period  was  anxiously  awaited.  No 
reports  of  further  cases  came  in,  and  we  were  at  last  able  to  relax.  After 
thorough  disinfection  the  shop  re-opened,  (though  without  the  proprietor 
who  was  still  under  surveillance  at  the  end  of  the  year).  The  fact  that  no 
secondary  cases  occurred  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  high  standard  of 
personal  hygiene  carried  out  by  this  man,  demonstrating  that  where  these 
procedures  are  properly  done,  even  an  infectious  case  of  typhoid  does  not 
spread. 

Compensation  payable  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  for  seized 
stock  and  loss  of  earnings,  has  run  to  a  very  considerable  sum  and  it  is 
fortunate  that  the  Council  concerned  is  insured.  The  other  lesson  to  be 
drawn  from  this  is  that  all  persons  travelling  to  southern  Europe  would  be 
well  advised  to  have  themselves  vaccinated  against  this  disease  — 
especially  if  they  own  bakeries. 


Measles 

The  number  of  cases  of  measles,  219  in  the  four  Districts,  remains 
low.  This  is  a  disease  which  tends  to  occur  in  cycles  every  few  years  as 
a  new  generation  of  susceptible  infants  comes  along.  However,  there  are 
grounds  for  hoping  that  the  measles  vaccination  programme  introduced  by 
the  County  Council  is  beginning  to  show  results.  This  is  a  very  common, 
and  often  fatal,  disease  among  children  in  tropical  countries,  and  can  be 
a  serious  disease  in  an  adult  who  has  not  had  it  as  a  child.  All  parents 
of  children  who  have  not  had  this  disease  should  be  urged  to  have  their 
children  vaccinated  against  it,  especially  if  in  later  years  they  may  be 
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travelling  abroad.  This  is  not  the  same  as  with  diphtheria,  which  is  rare 
elsewhere,  and  where,  if  about  75%  of  children  in  the  population  are 
immunized,  the  rest  are  probably  safe  too. 


Food  Poisoning 

There  were  98  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  during  the  year.  Most 
of  these  were  small  family  outbreaks.  In  some  cases  the  infectious  state 
persisted  for  weeks,  a  state  of  affairs  very  annoying  when  small  children 
or  food  handlers  are  concerned.  When  other  persons  are  affected,  on  the 
other  hand,  no  restriction  is  placed  on  them  except  advice  with  their 
hygiene  precautions.  There  was  one  explosive  outbreak  however,  in  a 
girls  boarding  school,  and  14  girls  were  bacteriologically  infected.  The 
cause  was  not  definitely  ascertained  but  was  probably  due  to  faulty 
kitchen  hygiene. 


Smallpox 

In  the  absence  of  any  cases  during  the  year  (there  were  none  in 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole)  our  chief  duty  was  in  connection  with 
the  authentication  of  international  vaccination  certificates.  During  the 
year  some  1784*  certificates  were  dealt  with  mostly  for  persons  intending 
to  travel  to,  and  return  to  this  country  from,  Asia  or  Africa,  both  of  which 
continents  are  permanently  classified  as  “endemic  areas”.  Another  duty 
is  to  visit  and  keep  under  surveillance  during  the  quarantine  period, 
persons  who,  in  contravention  of  the  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations, 
have  arrived  in  this  country  from  an  endemic  area  without  a  valid  vacci¬ 
nation  certificate.  There  were  eight  such  persons  during  the  year,  who, 
for  a  variety  of  reasons  mostly  of  a  selfish  nature,  put  themselves  and 
their  friends  in  danger,  and  gave  the  health  authorities  this  extra  work. 

*Figures  for  Chorleywood  not  available. 


Rabies 

This  disease,  which  is  one  of  the  most  unpleasant  and  rapidly  fatal 
diseases  which  afflict  mankind,  has  not  been  contracted  in  this  country  for 
about  half  a  century,  though  from  time  to  time  persons  incubating  the 
disease  (it  has  a  long  incubation  period)  have  brought  it  in  from  abroad. 

Rabies  is  normally  a  disease  of  wild  animals,  particularly  carnivorous 
animals  of  the  dog  or  cat  families,  and  is  caught  from  the  bite  or  scratch 
of  a  rabid  animal.  Though  it  is  commoner  in  the  tropics  it  is  not  unknown 
in  North  America  and  seems  to  be  on  the  increase  on  the  Continent.  It  is 
because  of  this  disease  that  we  have  the  strict  quarantine  regulations  for 
all  pet  animals  being  brought  into  this  country.  During  the  year  a  small 
stir  occurred  when  a  pet  cat,  which  had  come  from  Belguim,  bit  its  erst¬ 
while  mistress  on  being  released  from  quarantine.  As  it  repeated  this 
offence  and  appeared  to  have  become  wild,  it  was  sent  to  the  vet  to  be 
destroyed.  The  possibility  that  it  has  rabies  could  not  be  excluded  and 
the  family  were  kept  in  suspence  until  a  laboratory  examination  had  been 
made.  Happily  all  turned  out  to  be  well  —  pussy  had  presumably  grown 
bad  tempered  during  quarantine  —  but  the  exercise  demonstrated  once 
again  (to  paraphrase  Abraham  Lincoln)  that  “the  price  of  liberty  (from 
disease)  is  eternal  vigilance”. 
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Virus  Meningitis  and  Encephalitis 

These  diseases  continue  to  occur  in  small  numbers,  especially  among 
children,  and  can  be  very  worrying  at  the  time.  Fortunately  none  of  our 
cases  have  had  serious  permanent  after-effects. 


IMMIGRANTS 

During  the  year  we  were  informed  of  the  arrival  of  49  persons  from 
overseas  intending  to  take  up  residence  in  the  area;  25  were  from  European 
countries.  The  object  of  our  being  informed  is  to  enable  us  to  visit  them 
and  ensure  that  they  promptly  register  with  a  doctor  and  to  suggest  that 
they  should  have  a  chest  X-ray.  This  latter  is  especially  important  for 
those  who  will  be  working  among  children,  e.g.,  in  school  canteens. 
Twelve  persons  availed  themselves  of  this  but  no  cases  of  disease  were 
discovered. 


SMOKING 

I  would  be  failing  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  again  draw  Members’  attention 
to  the  fact  that  smoking  is  undoubtedly  (to  quote  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Department  of  Health  8s  Social  Security,  in  his  Annual 
Report  for  1968),  ‘The  largest  single  avoidable  cause  of  death  and  dis¬ 
ability  in  Britain  now”.  Doctors  have  always  known  that  tobacco  was 
“bad  to  health”,  but  absolute  proof  of  exactly  the  extent  of  the  damage 
it  caused  had  to  wait  until  Doll  and  Hill  in  1954  showed  beyond  doubt 
that  95%  of  lung  cancer  deaths  were  due  to  cigarette  smoking.  Since  then 
it  has  been  proved  to  be  the  lethal  factor  in  chronic  bronchitis,  and  a 
casual  factor  in  most  coronary  deaths.  More  recently  the  harmful  effect 
on  unborn  babies  when  their  mothers  smoke  has  been  revealed,  and  there 
are  many  other  diseases  directly  attributable  to  smoking.  Smokers,  too, 
have  a  higher  death  rate  from  almost  all  forms  of  cancer,  and  many  other 
diseases  are  aggravated  by  it.  The  effect  on  children  growing  up  in  homes 
polluted  by  tobacco  smoke  is  being  investigated  at  the  present  time.  To 
turn  to  economics,  sickness  absence  due  to  smoking  results  in  a  loss  of 
working  days  per  year  in  this  county,  twenty-five  times  higher  than  the 
loss  due  to  industrial  disputes.  In  England  and  Wales,  last  year,  50,000 
deaths  were  attributed  to  cigarette  smoking.  Why  is  it  that  these  facts 
seem  to  be  so  little  appreciated?  Which  causes  more  deaths,  the  motor 
car  or  the  cigarette?  During  1968  there  were  only  6,349  deaths  from  motor 
accidents!  If  an  epidemic  should  hit  this  country,  killing  50,000  persons, 
there  would  be  considerable  alarm,  to  put  it  mildly.  Yet  the  cholera 
epidemic  of  1831  (the  biggest  of  the  four  which  visited  this  country 
during  the  last  century)  killed  21,000  people,  half  of  those  killed  by 
cigarettes  each  year  now.  The  great  plague  of  1665  (“as  every  schoolboy 
knows”)  killed  100,000  people,  the  number  killed  by  cigarettes  every 
two  years  now.  These  epidemics  at  least  caused  local  authorities  to  do 
something.  The  plague  led  to  town-planning,  building  regulations,  anti-rat 
measures,  refuse  disposal,  etc.  The  cholora  epidemics  led  to  the  form¬ 
ation  of  local  government  as  we  know  it  today,  based  on  local  sanitary 
authorities,  with  powers  in  respect  of  sewage  disposal,  water  supplies, 
environmental  sanitation,  etc.  You,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  are  the  direct 
descendants  of  the  members  of  those  first  Boards  of  Health.  Can  you  not 
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be  similarly  stirred  to  take  action  against  this  modern  killer  as  your 
predecessors  did  against  cholera?  Not  that  the  battle  was  easy  even  in 
those  days.  It  was  the  forcible  action  by  Dr.  Snow,  in  removing  the  handle 
of  the  Broad  St.  pump,  that  drove  the  point  home.  Is  there  no  latter-day 
Dr.  Snow  to  do  the  same  for  tobacco?  Fifteen,  ten,  even  five  years  ago. 
Councillors  could  perhaps  have  been  forgiven  for  taking  no  action,  they 
just  did  not  appreciate  the  facts.  Yet  when  I  have  mentioned  this  to  you, 
in  your  Public  Health  Committees,  some  of  you  have  treated  it  as  some¬ 
thing  not  for  serious  people  to  bother  with.  Are  50,000  deaths,  or  the  100 
deaths  in  S.W.  Herts,  (to  give  it  a  more  local  flavour)  to  be  taken  lightly 
by  persons  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  safeguarding  health?  What 
in  fact  can  be  done,  short  of  introducing  prohibition?  Surely  the  first  step 
is  for  each  and  every  one  of  us  to  set  an  example.  Smoking  will  not  stop 
voluntarily,  until  it  becomes  unfashionable,  until  it  is  seen  to  be  the 
nasty,  unpleasant,  anti-social  habit  that  it  is.  Certainly  today,  with  all 
the  knowledge  we  have  of  the  suffering  and  bereavement  caused  by 
tobacco,  not  to  mention  the  cost  of  all  the  medical  and  surgical  attention 
involved,  I  cannot  believe  that  anyone  who  takes  on  the  role  of  local 
Councillor,  particularly  if  he  accepts  a  place  on  the  public  health  commit¬ 
tee,  can  do  so  and  continue  to  smoke  in  public.  Unfortunately  nicotine  is 
a  drug,  and  those  addicted  to  it  react  like  all  addicts  when  withdrawal  is 
suggested  —  they  find  a  dozen  reasons  for  disagreeing.  This  lack  of 
logical  thought  on  the  matter,  this  inability  to  see  themselves  as  others 
see  them,  is  in  itself  a  symptom  of  addiction,  and  is  the  reason  for  the 
fruitless  debates  on  the  subject.  One  might  as  well  ask  the  opinion  of 
an  alcoholic  on  the  prohibition  of  alcohol,  or  a  child  on  the  banning  of 
sweets. 

In  conclusion  may  I  quote  Sir  George  Godber,  the  Chief  Medical  Officer, 
again.  He  says  that  the  effects  of  cigarette  smoking  are  ‘^evil”,  evil,  he 
says,  in  the  strict  dictionary  definition  of  the  word,  i.e.  ‘^Having  physical 
or  moral  qualities  bad  in  themselves  and  productive  of  mischief' Let  us 
not  delude  ourselves  therefore.  Do  we  wish  to  be  seen  to  be  associated 
with  an  evil  of  this  sort? 


HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 

Responsibility  for  Health  and  Welfare  lies  with  the  County  Council  as 
the  Local  Health  Authority.  The  responsibility  for  the  day  to  day  running 
of  the  services  in  the  four  Districts,  and  Watford  Borough,  has  however 
been  delegated  to  a  local  Divisional  Executive  for  Health  and  Welfare, 
and  is  based  at  the  Town  Hall,  Watford.  Matters  dealt  with  are  such 
things  as  health  centres,  health  visiting,  day  nurseries,  child  minding, 
mental  health,  and  after  care  (convalescence). 


Members  of  this  Committee,  representing  the  Districts,  as  from  May 
1969  were  the  following  :- 

Councillor  Mrs.  D.  H.  REYNOLDS,  Bushey  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  J.  S.  HEARN,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  J.  M.  ELLIS,  Chorleywood  Urban  District  Council 
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Mr.  A.  W.  HAUCK,  Rickmansworth  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  F.  J.  S.  HALL, 

Councillor  Mrs.  0.  E.  COLLINGWOOD,  Watford  Rural  District  Council 

Councillor  Mrs.  S.  LANGER,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  Mrs.  G.  MORISON  "  "  "  " 


County  Health  and  Welfare  Staff 

Divisional  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  A.  SHAW 

Senior  Medical  Officer  in  Department :  Dr.  W.  NORMAN-TAYLOR 
Deputy  Divisional  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  F.  BARASI 
Divisional  Nursing  Officer:  Miss  V.  GREENHAM 
Divisional  Social  Work  Organiser :  Miss  M.  P.  KEENLEYSIDE 
Divisional  Home  Help  Organiser :  Mrs.  G.  LEWIS 
Divisional  Welfare  Officer:  Mr.  R.  W.  GRIFFIN 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  JOINT  COMMITTEE  (from  May  1969) 

Councillor  Mrs.  0.  E.  COLLINGWOOD,  (Chairman) 

Watford  Rural  District  Council 

Councillor  J.  S.  HEARN,  Bushey  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  M.  G.  KIRBY,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  Mrs.  D.  H.  REYNOLDS,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  J.  M.  ELLIS,  Chorleywood  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  Dr.  E.  W.  R.  FAIRLEY, 

Councillor  L.  V.  REASON,  Rickmansworth  Urban  District  Council 

Councillor  N.  C.  YOUNG,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  G.  THOMAS,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  G.  DIAMOND,  Watford  Rural  District  Council 

Councillor  G.  T.  ELAM,  "  "  "  " 

Councillor  Mrs.  P.  W.  WILDMORE,  "  "  "  " 

Clerk  of  the  Joint  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Committee :  Mr.  R.  DARRAH 

Secretarial  Staff 

Secretary  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  Mrs.  M.  J.  SMITH 

Secretary  to  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  (Bushey)  :  Mrs.  E.  R.  NASH 

Secretary  to  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (Chorleywood)  : 

Mrs.  J.  HUDSON 

Secretary  to  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (Rickmansworth)  : 

Miss  D.  J.  SATCHEL 

Senior  Clerk  to  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (Watford  Rural)  : 

Miss  M.  HAMILTON 
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BUSHEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  (from  April,  1969):  Councillor 
Mrs.  D.  H.  REYNOLDS  (Chairman);  Councillor  B.  L.  DONATI;  Councillor 
W.  D.  ISON;  Councillor  M.  G.  KIRBY;  Councillor  C.  HAWKSWELL;  Council¬ 
lor  J.  S.  HEARN;  Councillor  R.  R.  REYNOLDS;  Councillor  G.  B.  N.  WHITE. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector:  A.  C.  F.  GISBORNE,  Cert.  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board,  Cert.  Inspn.  of  Meat  and 
other  Foods. 

Public  Health  Inspectors : 

A.  G.  BUTTERFIELD,  Cert.  P.  H.  I.  E.  B. 

D.  J.  GADSBY,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B.,  Cert.  Smoke  Inspn.,  Cert.  Health  Eng. 
Student  Public  Health  Inspector:  A.  R.  PADDINGTON. 

General 

Area  of  District  (land  and  inland  water),  3,866  acres. 

Highest  Point  —  London  Road  at  Southern  boundary,  506.7ft. 

Lowest  Point  —  Near  River  Colne,  172.2  ft. 

Dwellings  and  Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1970) 

Number  of  Total  Product  (est.)  of 

Separate  Dwellings  Rateable  Value  Penny  Rate 

7,703  £1,453,014  £5,860 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimates  for  mid-year) 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

25,290  24,750  24,310  24,120  16,060  12,930 


Birth  Rate  Adjusted  live  births  per  1,000  of  population.  (Comparability 
Factor  0.96.) 


1969  1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

14.7  15.17 

14.02 

15.4 

15.1 

13.0 

Ratio  of  local  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate: 

0.67 

Classification  of  Births: 

(1969) 

(1968) 

(1967) 

(1966) 

Total  live  births  . 

387 

391 

356 

381 

Illegitimate  live  births  ... 

24 

24 

11 

22 

Still  births  . 

1 

3 

2 

5 

Total  live  and  still  births 

388 

394 

358 

386 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  births) 

1969  1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

3.0  8.0 

6.0 

13.12 

16.2 

35.7 

1 1  legitimate  Birth  Rate  (percent  total  live  births) 

1969  1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

6.0  6.1 

3.07 

5.8 

0 

4.7 

16 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1969  IN  BUSHEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Bushey  Urban  District 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
INCIDENCE  according  to  AGE  and  SEX  during  1968 


AGE 

GROUPS 

Tub  ere 
Respiratory 

:ulosis 

Other 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Food 

Poisoning 

Acute  Enceph- 
a  litis  P.  L. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  -  4  .. 

1 

1 

1 

5-14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15 

1 

1 

— 

15  -  44 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

45-64 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over  .. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

2 

2 

1 

— 

3 

1 

24 

7 

2 

— 

No  cases  of  the  following  notifiable  diseases  were  notified  to  me 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  :  paralytic  and  non-paralytic.  Diphtheria,  Smallpox,  Acute 
Encephalitis  :  infective.  Paratyphoid,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Plague,  Malaria, 
Cholera,  Relapsing  Fever,  Typhus  Fever,  Tuberculosis  :  meninges  and  C.N.S., 
or  Erysipelas,  Whooping  Cough. 


Month  of  occurrence  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

3 

6 

6 

30 

7 

5 

6 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

24 

1 

5 

1 

6 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

2 

12 

10 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Post  Infectious 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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Deaths  207  persons  died  during  the  year,  (203  in  1968). 

Death  Rate 

(Comparability  Factor  1.20.)  Adjusted  number  of  deaths  per  1,000  population. 
1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

9.8  9.43  9.81  9.45  9.9  7.9 

Ratio  of  Local  Death  Rate  to  National  Rate:  0  83 
Infant  Deaths  : 

5  infants  died  under  the  age  of  1  year 
(including)  3  "  "  "  "  "  "  4  weeks 

(including)  3  "  "  "  "  "  "  1  week 

1  infant  was  stillborn 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

(Number  of  deaths  under  age  of  1  year  per  1,000  live  births.) 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

13  36  8.43  10.5  37  48 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(Still  births  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  births)  :  10 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


1. 


0, 


0, 

b. 


c, 

d. 


e, 

f. 


3. 


0, 

b, 

c. 


4. 

o, 

b. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . , ,  , , .  35 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  280 


Action  Taken 

Clearance  Areas  declared  ... 
Unfit  houses  included  in  a,  above 
Individual  houses  demolished 
Individual  houses  closed 
Parts  of  buildings  closed 
Dwellings  rendered  fit  after 

i,  Informal  action  . 

a,  Formal  action  . 


1 

12 

4 


Overcrowding 

Cases  brought  forward  from  previous  year  . 

Premises  found  to  be  overcrowded  during  the  year 
Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  . 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Undertaking  by  landlord  —  Form  K  . 

Certificates  issued  —  Form  L  . 
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5.  Improvement  Grants 

a,  Applications  made  (including  Standard  Grants  23)  .  24 

b,  Grants  made  after  completion  of  work  (including  Standard 

Grants  18)  ...  19 

6.  Number  of  Houses  and  Flats  Erected  During  the  Year 

o.  By  the  Local  Authority  .  — 

b.  By  other  Authorities  and  Organisations  .  — 

c,  By  private  persons  .  98 

7.  Licensed  Caravan  Sites  in  Operation  on  the  31st  December,  1969 

a,  Number  of  licensed  sites  .  12 

b.  Number  of  caravans  stationed  on  these  sites  .  137 

This  CounciTs  own  caravan  site  has  plots  for  68  caravans  and,  as  it  is 
situated  in  the  Watford  Rural  District,  is  not  included  above. 


Clearance  Areas 

There  were  no  clearance  areas  declared  during  1969. 


Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  one  property.  The  Chalet, 
Kingsdale  Kennels,  Sandy  Lane,  where  an  undertaking  was  accepted  from 
the  owner  not  to  use  the  property  for  human  habitation. 

Premises  Repairable  at  Reasonable  Cost 

Twelve  informal  notices  were  served  requiring  owners  to  carry  out 
repairs,  while  in  four  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  formal  notices. 
No  court  proceedings  were  necessary. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No  enquiries  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  certificates  of 
disrepair. 


Qualification  Certificates 

The  Housing  Act,  1969  came  into  force  on  the  26th  August,  as  a  result 
of  which  thirty-seven  applications  for  qualification  certificates  were 
received,  and  these  were  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Improvement  Grants 

The  number  of  applications  received  for  standard  grants  was  similar  to 
last  year  and  included  ten  received  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969.  The 
‘‘School  Lane”  and  “Greatham  Road”  proposed  improvement  areas  were 
again  visited  and  the  occupiers  and  owners  informed  of  the  provisions  of 
this  Act. 


Caravan  Sites 

One  additional  caravan  site  accommodating  two  caravans  was  licensed 
during  the  year,  bringing  the  total  number  of  sites  up  to  twelve  with 
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accommodation  for  137  caravans.  In  the  case  of  one  small  caravan  site, 
the  owners  attention  was  drawn  to  six  contraventions  of  the  site  licence. 
This  resulted  in  the  necessary  works  being  carried  out  and  the  site 
conditions  being  complied  with. 

In  1969  only  two  plots  were  vacated  on  the  CounciTs  caravan  site  at 
Brookside,  Eastbury  Road,  Watford  and  these  were  allocated  to  persons 
on  the  waiting  list. 

Again  some  difficulty  was  experienced  with  small  groups  of  itinerant 
caravan  dwellers  parking  in  the  area,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that 
no  large  encampments  developed.  It  was  necessary  for  the  Herts.  County 
Council  to  clear  at  considerable  expense  substantial  quantities  of  rubbish 
including  tyres,  prams  and  other  assorted  scrap-iron  from  the  stream 
adjoining  their  caravan  site  in  Sandy  Lane. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  District. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Domestic  Supply 

The  whole  of  the  District  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Colne  Valley 
Water  Company  except  for  one  house  which  has  its  own  bore  hole.  All 
other  premises  within  the  District  have  mains  internal  water  supply. 

Eleven  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  all  of  these  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Swimming  Pools 

Nineteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Council’s  swimming 
pool  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Two  of  these  were 
not  up  to  the  required  standard,  but  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 
Mechanical  chlorination  is  continuous  and  the  water,  which  is  heated,  is 
tested  for  free  chlorine  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  day  when  the  pool 
is  in  use. 

Samples  of  water  were  also  taken  from  three  private  school  swimming 
pools  and  two  private  swimming  pools.  Twenty-eight  of  these  samples 
were  submitted  for  examination,  ten  of  which  were  not  up  to  the  required 
standard.  This  was  due  to  temporary  lack  of  sufficient  chlorination  and, 
where  necessary,  advice  was  given. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Public  Conveniences 

Public  conveniences  are  provided  in  Rudolph  Road,  High  Road  and 
Park  Avenue,  and  all  have  washing  facilities.  It  is  necessary  again  to 
report  on  the  occurrence  of  vandalism  and  mis-use  of  these  conveniences 
during  the  year. 

Public  conveniences  are  also  available  at  the  King  George  Recreation 
ground  and  the  Rose  Garden. 
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Dwellings  not  Connected 

Cesspool  emptying  is  under  the  control  of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  and  he  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  for  the  year 


1969: 

Number  of  cesspools  emptied  . 

27 

Number  of  emptyings  ...  . 

515 

Number  of  loads  removed  . 

981 

Number  of  gallons  removed 

1,079,100 

Drain  Testing  and  Clearing 

New  and  Altered  Drainage  Systems 

Inspections  —  number  of  tests  made  ... 

•••  •••  f«« 

351 

Council  Houses 

Number  of  obstructions  cleared  by  the  Department  . 

71 

Number  of  houses  affected  . 

•••  ••• 

120 

Private  Houses 

Number  of  obstructions  cleared  by  the  Department  . 

149 

Number  of  houses  affected  . 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

296 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Collection 

There  was  no  change  in  the  vehicles  used  for  collection,  there  being 
three  rear  loading  compression  type  vehicles  in  full  time  use.  The  service 
has  been  maintained  at  a  satisfactory  level  throughout  the  year.  The 
number  of  complaints  received  has  been  considerably  less  than  in  1968. 

The  number  of  requests  received  for  the  removal  of  additional  refuse 
was  ninety-one  and  this  resulted  in  twenty-five  beds  and  mattresses, 
together  with  many  other  unwanted  articles  being  collected.  This  figure 
is  considerably  lower  than  the  previous  year,  and  this  may  well  be  due  to 
many  residents  making  use  of  the  facilities  available  for  the  disposal  of 
unwanted  refuse  at  the  Council’s  Depot  in  Bournehall  Lane. 


Refuse  Disposal 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  disposal  arrangements,  refuse  being 
disposed  of  at  a  private  tip  at  Moor  Hills,  some  six  miles  away  from 
Bushey. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


Food  Condemned 

Meat,  Carcase 
Meat,  Canned 
Fish 

Other  Foods 
Frozen  Foods 


271b. 
431b. 
...  1331b. 

...  5141b. 

...  1,6321b. 
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The  majority  of  the  above  food  was  condemned  as  the  result  of  serious 
refrigeration  failures  in  two  large  supermarkets.  All  unsound  food  is 
disposed  of  by  burying. 


The  number  of  complaints  received  concerning  food  that  was  unfit,  out 
of  condition  or  containing  foreign  materials  showed  an  increase  on  pre¬ 
vious  years.  The  following  is  a  list  of  these  complaints,  together  with  the 
action  taken 


Y  oghurt 

Milk  bottle 

Baked  beans 

Ice-cream 

Milk  bottle 
Cake 

Bread  rolls 

Skate 

Cake 


—  Mouldy  condition.  Manufacturer  fined  £20  plus  £6  6  Od 
costs . 

—  Dirty  condition.  Referred  to  L.A.  where  milk  was 
bottled.  Dairy  fined  £50. 

—  Foreign  bodies.  Identified  as  bean  shoots.  No  action 
required. 

—  Suspected  contamination.  Public  Analyst  reported 

sample  as  satisfactory. 

—  Dirty  condition.  Matter  taken  up  informally  with  bottlers. 

—  Contained  stone.  Matter  dealt  with  informally.  Advice 
given  to  baker  regarding  inspection  of  fruit,  etc. 

—  Mouldy  condition.  Manufacturer  informed. 

—  Smell  of  ammonia.  Suppliers  informed. 

—  Contained  cigarette  end.  Formal  warning  letter  to 
bakers. 


Milk 

Bacon 

Potato  crisps 
Jam 

Steak  and  kidney  pie 
Baby  food  (tinned) 

Currants 


Contained  fly.  Referred  to  and  dealt  with  informally 
by  L.A.  where  milk  was  bottled. 

Odour.  Due  to  over  curing.  Retailer  informed. 

Rancid  condition.  Formal  warning  letter  to  retailers. 
Mouldy.  Jar  damaged  during  storage.  Manufacturers 
informed. 

Mouldy  condition.  Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Contained  blob  of  solder.  Matter  taken  up  with  manu¬ 
facturers. 

Labelling.  Referred  to  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector. 


In  the  case  of  the  following  complaints,  no  action  was  possible  owing 
to  the  lapse  of  time  between  the  purchase  and  receipt  of  complaint 


Sausages 
Stewing  lamb 
Bread 
Bread 


Sour  condition. 

Green  colour  and  odour. 
Mouldy  condition. 
Mouldy  condition. 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  District  and  no  casual 
slaughtering  took  place  during  1969. 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 

There  is  one  small  poultry  processing  establishment  within  the  District 
and  this  is  likely  to  be  substantially  extended  during  the  next  twelve  months. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

The  following  table  shows  the  type  and  numbers  of  food  premises  in 
the  District.  The  columns  lettered  give  the  below-mentioned  information  :- 

(a)  The  number  of  premises. 

(b)  The  number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  (pro¬ 
vision  of  washand  basins). 
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(c)  The  number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  (facilities  for 
washing  food  and  equipment). 

(d)  The  number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19 . 

(e)  The  number  of  inspections  made. 


ood  Premises  : 

a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

Bakehouses  . 

5 

5 

5 

5 

18 

Butchers  . 

14 

14 

14 

14 

29 

Cafes  and  Restaurants . 

7 

7 

7 

7 

56 

Canteens,  factory . 

14 

14 

14 

14 

49 

Canteens,  school . 

18 

18 

18 

18 

58 

Fish  and  Chip  shops  . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

6 

Fishmongers  . 

3 

3 

3 

3 

11 

Greengrocers  . 

11 

11 

9 

Q 

16 

Grocers,  retail  . 

18 

18 

18 

18 

34 

Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes  . 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Hotels  and  Guest  Houses  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Public  Houses  . 

18 

18 

18 

18 

49 

Licensed  Clubs  . 

7 

7 

7 

7 

11 

Miscellaneous  Premises  (sweets,  etc.)  ... 

23 

23 

12 

12 

33 

Stalls/Delivery /Vehicles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Registered  Premises  included  above: 

Cooked  meats  and  preserved  food .  12 

Ice-cream  retailers  .  2  8 

D  a  ir ie  s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  following  contraventions  of 
remedied 

Personal  Cleanliness  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Defective . . 

(c)  Dirty  . 

Premises 

(a)  Dirty  Condition . 

(b)  Defective . 

Washing  Facilities: 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Defective . 

(c)  Dirty  . 

(d)  Absence  of  soap  etc . 

Equipment : 

(a)  Dirty  Condition . 

(b)  Defective  or  Insufficient 


the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were 


1 


8 

15 

1 

1 


4 


Milk  Supply 

There  are  eleven  distributors  of  milk  and  one  dairy  in  the  District. 


I  ce-Cream 

Twenty-eight  retail  premises  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  all  being  supplied  by  large  manufacturers  of  ice-cream.  There  is  no 
manufacturer  in  the  District.  Twenty-six  samples  were  submitted  for 
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following  grades 

Grade  1  . 

Grade  2  . 

Grade  3  . 

Grade  4  . 


Bushey  Urban  District 
bacteriologist  placed  these  in  the 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  -  Sampling 

Bushey  Urban  District  Council  is  not  a  sampling  authority  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  Routine  Sampling  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  details. 

Milk:  Genuine  —  26 

Not  genuine  —  nil 


Other  foods : 


Details : 


Genuine  —  25 
Not  genuine  —  nil 


Cooking  oil  (2^;  Puff  pastry;  Braised  beef  slices  in  gravy;  Meat  pudding; 
Cheese  food;  Vodka;  Pork  sausages;  Beef  sausages;  Irish  stew;  Ground 
rice;  Raspberry  jam;  Jam  sandwich  biscuits;  Ground  almonds;  Red  salmon; 
Cochineal;  Pineapple  slices;  Chicken  casserole  with  potato  dumplings; 
Red  cherries  in  syrup;  Danish  blue  cheese;  Herrings  in  tomato;  Strawberry 
jam;  Malt  loaf;  Ready  mixed  pastry;  Cream  of  pheasant  soup. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

Rodent  Control 

The  work  done  during  the  year  under  the  1949  Act  is  recorded  in  the 
following  table 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 

Non- 

Agri  cultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  District 

8,504 

27 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

314 

9 

Number  infested  by  (a)  Rats  ... 

247 

(b)  Mice  ... 

42 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

621 

10 

Number  infested  by  (a)  Rats  ... 

48 

1 

(b)  Mice  ... 

1 

— 

Surface  P  roperties 

No  block  control  schemes  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  no 
legal  proceedings  were  found  necessary.  Disinfestation  work  at  dwelling 
houses  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  while  there  are  three  contracts  with 
occupiers  where  disinfestation  is  carried  out  on  business  premises. 
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Insects  and  other  pests 

Seventeen  premises  were  treated  for  various  insect  infestations  in¬ 
cluding  ants  (10),  cat  fleas  (3),  bed  bugs  (1),  cockroaches,  carpet  beetles 
and  fleas.  Eighty-two  wasps  nests  were  destroyed  at  the  request  of 
householders. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

There  has  been  no  change  regarding  the  two  stations  where  volumetric 
smoke  machines  are  in  operation,  one  situated  at  the  Council  Offices  and 
the  other  at  the  offices  of  the  Colne  Valley  Water  Company.  These  were 
in  continuous  operation  throughout  the  year  and  daily  readings  were  sub¬ 
mitted  together  with  weather  reports  to  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory  of 
the  Ministry  of  Technology.  Records  have  now  been  kept  from  November 
1966  to  June  1969  and  those  recorded  at  the  Colne  Valley  Water  Company 
site  show  that  there  has  been  a  decline  in  the  levels  of  pollution.  This 
may  be  attributable  to  the  introduction  in  October  1968  of  the  new  gas 
reforming  plant  at  the  Watford  Gas  Works  when  the  use  of  coal  and  coke 
ceased.  The  Colne  Valley  Water  Company’s  co-operation  in  permitting 
the  apparatus  to  be  installed  on  their  premises  and  the  assistance  their 
staff  are  able  to  give  regarding  daily  attention  is  greatly  appreciated. 

As  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  asked  for  a  report  on  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  establishing  smokeless  zones  within  the  Urban  District.  Owing  to 
the  shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuels,  it  was  decided  to  defer  any  action 
for  the  time  being  and  review  the  position  early  in  1971. 


OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

During  the  year  there  were  nineteen  additions  to  the  Register  and  ten 
deletions.  In  addition  to  the  number  of  ‘general’  inspections,  the  Inspec¬ 
tors  have  found  a  few  contraventions  when  visiting  premises  for  other 
purposes.  In  all  cases  the  necessary  action  was  taken. 


Accidents 

Three  accidents  were  reported  during  1969.  One  concerned  a  shop 
assistant  who  was  struck  on  the  arm  by  a  falling  case  of  tinned  food. 
The  second  case  involved  a  shop  assistant  who  cut  the  top  off  his  index 
finger  while  cleaning  a  non-power  food  slicer.  Upon  investigation  it  was 
found  that  all  guards  required  were  fitted  to  the  machine.  The  third 
accident  reported  concerned  an  office  worker  who  knocked  his  knees  on  a 
drawer  of  a  steel  desk.  None  of  these  accidents  were  due  to  any  contra¬ 
ventions  of  the  Act  and  no  actions  were  necessary  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Statistical  Information 

Statistical  information  required  by  the  Minister  of  Labour  is  as  follows  ;- 


26 


Bushey  Urban  District 

Registration  Number  of  Premises  Number  of  Premises 

newly  registered  on  the  Register  at 

during  the  year  the  end  of  1969 


Offices  .  5 

Retail  shops  .  14 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  — 

Catering  Establishments  open 

to  the  public,  canteens  — 

Fuel  storage  depots  — 


54 

79 

1 

9 


143 


Number  of  Genera  I  Inspections 

Offices  .  18 

Retail  shops  .  25 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  — 

Catering  Establishments,  open 

to  the  public,  canteens  — 

Fuel  storage  depots  — 

43 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  (including 

general  ins 

pections)  268 

Number  of  Employees 

Ma  les 

Females 

T  Ota  1 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

251 

230 

481 

Retail  shops  . 

106 

207 

313 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  . 

23 

23 

46 

Catering  Establishments,  open  to  the 
public,  canteens  . 

36 

46 

82 

416 

506 

922 

Result  of  Inspections  1969 


Premises 

No.  found 
satisfac¬ 
tory 

No.  found 
unsatis¬ 
factory 

Unsatis¬ 
factory 
condition  s 
remedied 

No.  of 
contraven¬ 
tion  s 

1  n  volved 

Offices 

18 

— 

2 

5 

Retail  shops 

18 

7 

15 

31 

Catering 

Establishments 

2 

3 

3 

Warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

36 

9 

20 

39 
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Analysis  of  Contraventions  remedied  during  the  year 


Premises 

C  lathing 
accomm. 

F  irst- 
a  id 

C/eun- 
1  i  ness 

Defective 

floors 

Light¬ 

ing 

San . 
cons. 

A  bstra  ct 
not  pro- 

V  ided 

Offices 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

Retail  shops  1 

6 

2 

— 

1 

2 

10 

Catering 

Estabs. 

1 

1 

1 

Warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

6 

3 

2 

1 

5 

11 

Premi  ses 

Washing 

facs. 

Venti  la- 
tion 

H  eating 

Thermo¬ 

meter 

Offices 

1 

_ 

% 

Retail  shops 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Catering  Estabs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

4 

2 

1 

3 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Again,  no  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  any 
contraventions  of  this  Act.  However,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  on 
visiting  the  various  shops  found  that  there  were  a  number  of  misunder¬ 
standings  arising  over  opening  hours  and  the  display  of  notices.  Following 
this,  all  shops  were  sent  a  circular  letter  enclosing  a  summary  of  the 
principal  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  (as  amendedX 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS 


1.  —  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

63 

87 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

7 

18 

2 

TOTAL 

71 

106 

3 

— 
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2.  —  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Bushey  Urban  District 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

(1) 

F  ound 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

cases  in 
which  prose 
cutions  wer 
instituted 
(6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  . 

2 

2 

_ 

(  b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offence  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork)  . 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

TOTAL 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3.  —  Outworkers 

Section  133  (1).  No  copies  of  lists  showing  outworkers  employed  were 
received  from  employers  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

Section  133  (2).  Notifications  were  received  from  other  Authorities 
concerning  six  outworkers  who  are  employed  in  this  District. 

Section  134.  No  outworkers  were  found  to  be  working  in  unwholesome 
premises,  or  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

All  factory  premises  were  visited  at  least  once  during  the  year,  and 
the  small  number  of  contraventions  found  were  remedied.  No  formal  action 
was  required  in  any  of  these  cases. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Disinfection 

The  only  disinfections  carried  out  during  the  year  concerned  eight 
wards  at  Bushey  &  District  Hospital. 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Two  complaints,  were  received  during  the  year,  both  concerning  the 
same  factory.  The  first  complaint  concerned  noise  from  the  boiler  house 
during  the  night-time.  This  was  resolved  by  the  firm  installing  a  shutter 
over  the  air  ventilator  in  the  roof  for  use  at  night  when  employees  were 
not  in  the  boiler  house.  It  was  also  agreed  to  keep  all  doors  facing  the 
complainants  houses  shut. 

The  second  complaint,  later  in  the  year,  was  in  the  form  of  a  petition 
from  a  number  of  the  residents  in  the  area.  Upon  investigation  it  was 
found  that  the  cause  of  the  noise  was  a  defective  fan  bearing  in  the  water 
cooling  tower  and  the  factory  management  promptly  arranged  for  the 
bearing  to  be  replaced. 


Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  which  come  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act. 
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Pet  Animal  s  Act,  1951 

Inspections  have  been  carried  out  but  no  contraventions  reported  con¬ 
cerning  the  one  shop  in  the  District  which  is  licensed  under  the  above 
Act.  The  occupiers  sell  a  small  number  of  fish,  birds  and  small  mammals. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Six  licenses  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  total  kennel 
accommodation  available  being  for  380  dogs  and  132  cats.  All  the  kennels 
have  been  inspected  by  the  Council’s  veterinary  surgeon  at  least  once 
during  the  year  and  by  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  a  number 
of  other  occasions.  During  these  inspections,  one  case  of  overcrowding 
was  found  and  the  owner  of  the  kennels  concerned  was  warned,  with  the 
result  that  the  number  of  dogs  was  reduced. 


Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964 

Three  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year,  two  concerning  large 
establishments  where  over  50  horses  were  stabled  while  one  concerned 
a  smaller  riding  school.  Regular  visits  were  made  by  the  Council’s 
veterinary  surgeon  and  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Inspectors,  while 
no  contraventions  of  the  licenses  were  reported. 


Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

Two  dealers  have  scrap  metal  stores  within  the  District  which  are 
registered  while  nineteen  itinerant  dealers,  all  living  on  the  Herts. 
County  Council’s  gypsy  site,  have  been  registered. 


Home  Safety 

During  the  year,  posters  were  displayed  and  pamphlets  made  available 
concerning  various  facets  of  home  safety.  As  in  previous  years,  a  small 
exhibition  was  staged  at  the  Bushey  Horticultural  Society’s  annual  show. 
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Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  (from  April  1969)  :  Councillor 
Dr,  E.  W.  R.  FAIRLEY,  (Chairman)  ;  Councillor  J.  M.  ELLIS,  (Vice- 
Chairman);  Councillor  M.  J.  GRAY;  Councillor  E.  F.  GRIFFIN;  Councillor 
Lady  A.  L.  T.  LEWIS;  Councillor  H.  A.  MACDONALD;  Councillor  G.  E. 
RAY;  Councillor  W.  THOMAS,  j.P.,  Councillor  G.  A.  WILSON. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  (and  Surveyor)  —  W.  E.  HANDS,  Cert. 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board.  Cert. 
Inspn.  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Public  Health  Inspector  (and  Deputy  Surveyor)  —  E.  B.  MILLER,  Cert. 
P.H.I.E.B.  Cert.  Inspn.  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 


General 

Area  of  District  (land  and  inland  water),  2,055  acres. 

Highest  Point  —  Near  water  tower  at  the  Swillett,  410.6ft. 

Lowest  Point  —  Junction  of  Meadow  Way  and  Belfry  Lane,  160.3  ft. 


Dwe 


ings  and  Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1969) 


Number  of 
Separate  Dwellings 
2,620 


Total 

Rateable  Value 
£520,842 


Product  (est.)  of 
Penny  Rate 
£2,070 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimates  for  mid-year) 


1969  1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

8,100  7,950 

7,730 

7,670 

4,480 

3,775 

Birth  Rate  Adjusted  live  births 

per  1,000 

of  populat 

ion  :  (Comparability 

Factor  1.05) 

1969  1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

8.4  9.24 

10.8 

10.8 

12.5 

9.0 

Ratio  of  local  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate: 

0.52 

Classification  of  Births  : 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

Total  births  . 

65 

70 

80 

78 

Illegitimate  live  births 

2 

8 

3 

4 

Still  births  . 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  ... 

65 

72 

80 

79 

Still  Birth  Rate  (Per  1,000  total, 

,  live  and  still  births) 

1969  1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

0  28.0 

0 

12.82 

12.2 

55.9 
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1 1  legitimate  Birth  Rate  (Per  cent  live  births) 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

3.0  11.1  3.75  5.12  0  2.9 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
INCIDENCE  according  to  AGE  and  SEX  during  1969 


AGE 

GROUPS 

Meas  les 

Whooping 

cough 

F  ood 
pois  oning 

Tuberculosis 

respiratory 

Encephalitis 

infective 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1  . 

1-2  . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3-4  . 

5 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-9  . 

1 

8 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15-24  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

6 

12 

2 

1 

1 

14 

— 

1 

— 

1 

No  cases  of  the  following  notifiable  diseases  were  notified  to  me 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  :  paralytic  and  non-paralytic,  Meningococcal  Infection, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Smallpox,  Acute  Encephalitis  :  post-infectious. 
Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid,  Opthalmia  Neonatorum,  Plague,  Malaria,  Cholera, 
Relapsing  Fever,  Typhus  Fever,  Tuberculosis:  other,  meninges  and  C.N.S., 
Dysentery  or  Infective  Hepatitis. 


Month  of  occurrence 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

Measles 

12 

3 

— 

— 

-  2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

13 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

respiratory 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis 

infective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  43  persons  died  during  the  year  (65  in  1968) 

Death  Rate  Adjusted  per  1,000  of  population.  (Comparability  Factor  1.12) 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

5.9  8.86  7.3  7.5  8.5  9.6 

Ratio  of  local  Death  Rate  to  National  Rate:  0.50 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

(Number  of  deaths  under  age  of  1  year  per  1,000  live  births) 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

0  14  0  25.6  0  29 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1969  IN  CHORLEYWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Chorleywood  Urban  District 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

a,  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

b,  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 


31 

67 


2,  Action  T oken 

o,  Clearance  Areas  declared  .  — 

b,  Unfit  houses  included  in  a,  above .  — 

c,  Individual  houses  demolished  . .  ...  — 

d,  Individual  houses  closed  .  — 

e,  Parts  of  buildings  closed  .  — 

f,  Dwellings  rendered  fit  after 

/,  Informal  action  .  3 

//  ,  Formal  action  .  _ 


3.  Overcrowding 

0,  Cases  brought  forward  from  previous  year  .  — 

b,  Premises  found  to  be  overcrowded  during  the  year .  — 

c.  Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  .  — 

4.  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

0,  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  issued  .  — 

b,  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  cancelled  .  — 

c,  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  proposed  to  issue  .  — 

5.  Improvement  Grants 

0,  Applications  made  .  2 

b,  Schemes  completed  .  — 

6.  Number  of  Houses  and  Flats  Erected  During  the  Year 

a,  By  the  Local  Authority .  12 

b,  By  other  Authorities  and  Organisations .  — 

c,  By  private  persons  .  81 


Housing  —  Improvements 

The  Housing  Act,  1969,  is  the  latest  Government  measure  to  combat 
the  deterioration  of  old  houses  by  providing  for  higher  grants  for  improve¬ 
ments,  for  allowing  certain  repairs  to  rank  for  grant-aid,  and  giving  Local 
Authorities  power  to  spend  money  on  Improvement  Areas. 

The  Act  has  also  introduced  inducements  to  landlords  who  can  now 
obtain  a  fair  rent  for  their  dwellings  if  they  carry  out  improvements;  and 
has  also  given  Local  Authorities  compulsory  powers  to  obtain  improve¬ 
ments  where  the  landlord  is  unwilling. 

House  owners  have  shown  more  interest  in  improvements  following 
the  introduction  of  the  new  Act  and  the  Department  issued  guidance  and 
carried  out  informal  inspections  of  houses  on  request,  so  that  the  owners 
knew  exactly  what  would  be  required  by  the  Council  before  formal  applica¬ 
tion  was  made. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  provided  by  the  Rickmansworth 
and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company.  The  water  supply  to  the  Chorleywood 
area  emanates  from  boreholes  in  the  chalk  and  is  typical  chalk  water, 
somewhat  hard  in  character  but  organically  very  pure.  It  is  not  more  than 
negligibly  plumbo-solvent  and  its  fluoride  content  is  less  than  O.lppm. 
Fluoride  is  not  added  to  the  supply. 

The  only  treatment  given  to  the  water  is  a  small  dose  of  chlorine 
(O.lppm.)  as  a  precaution  against  the  possibility  of  bacterial  contamina- 
nation,  but  samples  of  raw  and  treated  water  taken  during  the  year  were 
regularly  of  the  highest  bacteriological  quality. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Public  Conveniences 

The  Council  provides  public  conveniences  for  Men  and  Women  on  Road 
A. 404  opposite  Chorleywood  Common;  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  order  to 
reduce  vandalism  these  conveniences  are  closed  at  dusk. 


Dwellings  not  connected  to  the  Public  Sewer 

There  are  41  properties  in  the  District  which  are  not  connected  to  the 
public  sewer. 

The  sewer  is  physically  available  to  serve  14  of  these  properties, 
seven  properties  are  drained  by  small  scale  sewerage  disposal  plants  and 
the  remaining  20  properties  cannot,  at  the  moment,  be  connected  to  the 
sewer. 

During  the  year  under  review  no  houses,  which  had  previously  been 
drained  to  a  cesspool,  were  connected  to  the  sewer. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  Three  IScu.yd.  dual 
tip  vehicles  were  in  use  during  the  year.  Six  men  maintain  a  7-day  collec¬ 
tion  service.  A  bonus  scheme  is  operated  by  the  Council.  A  weekly  trade 
refuse  collection  is  undertaken  from  commercial  premises  at  the  expense 
of  the  occupier. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  at  a  tip  situated  at  Wapseys 
Wood  Pit,  Gerrards  Cross.  In  co-operation  with  the  Amersham  Rural 
District  Council,  all  refuse  is  dumped  in  the  first  instance  at  their  London 
Road  Depot  and  is  then  conveyed  by  means  of  bulk  transporters  to  the 
Gerrards  Cross  tip. 

Bulky  Litter  Collection 

A  heavy  litter  collection  has  been  in  operation  for  the  past  seven 
years.  The  object  of  this  service  is  to  give  facilities  to  householders  to 
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get  rid  of  accumulations  of  heavy  litter.  This  service  is  free  and  is  opera¬ 
ted  by  the  normal  refuse  collection  staff  on  Saturday  mornings;  it  is  a 
“Special  Service”  and  not  more  than  one  collection  is  made  from  any  one 
property  during  the  year.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  the  service  and  it 
appears  to  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  ratepayers. 

There  has  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  dumping  of  rubbish  on  open 
spaces  and  in  hedgerows,  but  two  vehicles  were  found  abandoned  on  the 
Estate  and  were  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  Removal  and  Disposal 
of  Vehicles  Regulations  1968. 

Owners  who  wished  to  dispose  of  their  old  vehicles  were  able  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Council  Scheme  and  dispose,  free  of  charge,  at  the 
Amersham  tip.  Arrangements  were  made  for  those  vehicles  which  could 
not  be  driven  or  towed  to  the  tip  to  be  removed  by  the  Amersham  R.D.C. 
hi-loader  and  the  owners  charged  for  this  service  on  an  hourly  basis. 
Fourteen  vehicles  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  in  this  way. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Slaughtering  and  Meat  Inspection 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District. 


Food  Sampling 

Fourteen  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  All  samples  were  of 
milk  and  all  proved  genuine. 

No  complaints  under  the  Trade  Descriptions  Act  were  received  during 
1969  from  residents  in  the  Urban  District,  nor  were  any  allegations  made 
about  infringements  by  traders. 


Food  —  Complaints 

A  complaint  was  received,  from  a  householder,  during  very  hot  weather 
in  the  summer  that  milk  was  souring  very  quickly  shortly  after  delivery  to 
the  premises.  Five  samples  were  taken  from  distributors  and  these 
satisfied  the  statutory  tests.  The  complaint  was  taken  up  with  the  dairy 
concerned  whose  premises  were  outside  the  District,  and  with  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  that  area.  No  further  complaints  were  received. 

Complaints  were  received  from  purchasers  about  (a)  a  live  maggot  in 
a  loaf  of  bread,  (b)  unsound  fish  paste,  and  (c)  mould  in  a  packet  of  egg 
noodles.  The  fish  paste  was  sampled  and  found  bacteriologically  sterile. 
Regarding  the  remainder,  investigations  were  made  at  the  shops  con¬ 
cerned  and  the  complaints  were  also  taken  up  with  the  suppliers.  No 
further  complaints  were  received. 

Food  Premises 

Routine  inspections  were  continued  of  food  premises  in  the  District 
and  every  effort  was  made  to  encourage  food  handlers  to  maintain  care  in 
their  work. 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in 
the  District,  together  with  the  number  of  inspections  made:- 


Type  of  business 


Number  in  Number  of 

District  inspections  made 


Bakehouses  .  1 

Butchers  .  3 

Canteens,  Factory  .  1 

Canteens,  School  .  4 

Fishmongers  .  1 

Grocers,  Retail .  5 

Hotels  and  Guest  Houses .  1 

Public  Houses  .  7 

Licensed  Clubs  .  3 

Miscellaneous  Premises  (sweets,  etc.)  5 


2 

5 
1 
4 
1 

15 

6 
7 
6 
3 


Ice-Cream 

There  are  no  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 
Nine  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice-cream  only. 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District. 


Game  Licences 

One  licence  was  issued  to  a  dealer  in  the  District  during  the  year. 


RODENT  CONTROL 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Local 

Authority 

Depots, 

etc. 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri= 

cultural 

All  other 
inch 

Business  & 
Industry 

Total 

1.  TotalNo.  of  properties  in  L. A. ’s 
District  . 

2 

2606 

13 

300 

2921 

2.  No.  of  properties  inspected  by 
L.A.  as  a  result 
a,  of  notification . 

a,  - 

54 

54 

b,  otherwise . 

b,  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.  No.  of  properties  (under2)  found 
to  be  infected  by  rats 
a.  Major  . 

a,  - 

b.  Minor  . 

b,  - 

53 

— 

— 

53 

4.  No.  of  properties  (under  2)  found 
to  be  infested  by  mice 
a.  Major  . 

a,  - 

b.  Minor  . 

b,  - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5.  No.  of  infested  properties  (under 

3  &  4)  treated  by  the  L.A. 

— 

54 

— 

— 

54 

6.  No.  of  notices  served  under  Sec¬ 
tion  4  for 

a.  Treatment  . 

a,  - 

b.  Structural  Works  . 

b,  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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7.  Number  of  cases  in  which  default  action  was  taken  by  L.A.  following  issue 
of  notice  under  S.4  —  0. 

8.  Legal  Proceedings  —  0. 

9.  Number  of  ‘‘block  control’’  schemes  carried  out  —  0. 

Forty-four  complaints  were  received  regarding  wasps  and  42  nests  were  des¬ 
troyed. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Below  is  given  an  analysis  of  the  annual  return  of  premises  registered 
by  the  L.A.  under  the  Act 


Type  of  premises  reg I stered 


No.  of  No.  of  persons 
premises  employed 


No.  of 
Inspections 


Offices . 

11 

93 

Retail  Shops  . 

18 

65 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 
Catering  Establishments  open  to 

— 

— 

the  public,  Canteens  . 

3 

26 

Fuel  Storage  Depots . 

— 

— 

4 

11 

3 


No  accidents  were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  L.A.  . 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  L.A . 

14 

9 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  L.A. 
(excluding  outworkers’ 
premises)  . 

TOTAL 

15 

10 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found:  2,  (unclean  conditions).  Defects 
remedied  :  2. 

3.  Outworkers,  S.  110  (i)  (c)  Number,  1.  Notices,  etc.:  nil. 
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A^embers  of  the  Community  Services  Committee  (from  April  1969)  :  Councillor 
N.  C.  YOUNG  (Chairman);  Councillor  P.  F.  WENDERLISH  (Vice-Chairman 
until  September  1969,  retired):  Councillor  A.  E.  GIBBONS  (Vice-Chairman 
from  October  1969);  Councillor  E.  H.  COX;  Councillor  S.  R.  EVANS; 
Councillor  R.  J.  FIRMIN;  Councillor  C.  J.  FORD;  Councillor  L.  V.  REASON; 
Councillor  R.  T.  WILLOUGHBY  (from  October  1969). 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  —  F.  W.  KEENE.  Cert.  Royal  Society  of 
Health  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  Joint  Board.  Cert.  Inspector  Meat 
and  other  Foods.  Cert.  Smoke  Inspn. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  —  D.  C.  CAHILL.  Cert.  Royal 
Society  of  Health  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  Joint  Board.  Cert. 
Inspector  Meat  and  other  Foods.  Cert.  Smoke  Inspn. 

Public  Health  Inspector  —  W.  HUMBER.  Cert.  Royal  Society  of  Health  and 
Public  Health  Inspectors  Joint  Board.  Cert.  Inspector  Meat  and  other 
Foods. 

General 

Area  (land  and  inland  water),  7,639  acres. 

Highest  Point  —  Long  Lane  at  junction  with  Chorleywood  boundary  : 

410  ft. 

Lowest  Point  —  Bucks,  County  Boundary  on  A. 412  :  130ft. 

Dwellings  and  Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1970) 

Number  of  Total  Product  (est.)  of 

Separate  Dwellings  Rateable  Value  Penny  Rate 

9,638  £2,314,036  £9,450 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimates  at  mid-year) 


1969  1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

30,360  30,360 

30,290  30,290 

25,310 

19,930 

Birth  Rate  Adjusted  live  births  per  1,000 

of  population :  (Com 

parability 

Factor  1.07) 

1969  1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

12.6  14.43 

13.48 

16.1 

13.6 

18.8 

Ratio  of  local  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate: 

0.77 

Classification  of  Births  : 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

Total  births . 

359 

407 

382 

455 

Illegitimate  live  births  ... 

12 

23 

21 

16 

Stillbirths  . 

0 

7 

5 

2 

Total  live  and  stillbirths 

359 

414 

387 

457 

Still  Birth  Rate  Still  births  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births: 

1969  1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

13  17 

13 

4.4 

28.2 

44.5 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1969  IN  RICKMANSWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Rickmansworth  Urban  District 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
INCIDENCE  according  to  AGE  and  SEX  during  1969 


AGE 

GROUPS 

Acute 

Meningitis 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1  .. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-2  .. 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3-4  .. 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5-9  .. 

— 

— 

3 

6 

1 

3 

— 

— 

10-14 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-24 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

1 

— 

11 

22 

2 

7 

2 

— 

AGE 

GROUPS 

Tuberculos  is 
Respiratory 

Other 

F  ood 

Poisoning 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-4  .. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5-14 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

15-44 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2_ 

1 

45-64 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

4 

6 

— 

1 

4 

6 

No  cases  of  the  following  notifiable  diseases  were  notified  to  me  ; 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  :  paralytic  and  non-paralytic,  Meningococcal  Infection, 
Diphtheria,  Smallpox,  Acute  Encephalitis  :  post-infectious  and  infective. 
Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Plague,  Malaria,  Cholera, 
Relapsing  Fever,  Typhus  Fever,  Tuberculosis:  meninges  and  C.N.S.,  or 
Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough. 


Month  of  occurrence 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7  8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

Measles 

1 

4 

15 

6 

2 

5 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  meningitis 

1 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

-  2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

respiratory 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

1 

1 

1 

— 

other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  hepatitis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

2 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

3 

— 

— 
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1 1  legitimate  Birth  Rate  (Per  cent  live  births) 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

3  5.6  5.4  3.5  0  1.8 

Deaths  257  persons  died  during  the  year,  (262  in  1968) 


Death  Rate  Adjusted  per  2,000  of  population:  (Comparability  Factor:  1.20^ 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

10  10.32  10.86  10.3  9.1  8.5 

Ratio  of  local  Death  Rate  to  National  Rate:  0.84 

Infant  Deaths 

2  infants  died  under  the  age  of  1  year 
(including)  1  "  "  "  "  "  "  4  weeks 

(including)  1  "  "  "  "  "  "  1  week 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

(Number  of  deaths  under  age  of  1  year  per  1,000  live  births) : 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

6  12  18.33  19.8  14  32 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(Stillbirths  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  Iweek  per  1,000  total  births): 
1969  1968 

3  22 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

0,  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  .  321 

b,  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  115 

2.  Action  Taken 

a,  Clearance  Areas  declared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

b,  Unfit  houses  included  in  o,  above  ...  ...  ...  — 

c,  Individual  houses  demolished 

d,  Individual  houses  closed  ... 

e,  Parts  of  buildings  closed  ... 

f,  Dwellings  rendered  fit  after  :- 
i,  Informal  action 

a,  Formal  action 

3.  Certificate  of  Disrepair 

a,  Applications 

b,  Certificates  issued 

c,  For  all  defects 

d,  For  some  defects 


1 


107 

•  ••  •••  •••  •••  • 

t  Public  Health  Act,  1936  24 

(  Housing  Act,  1957  — 
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4.  Improvement  Grants 

a,  Applications  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

b,  Schemes  Completed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

5.  Number  of  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  year 

a,  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

b,  By  other  Authorities  and  Organisations  ...  ...  ...  74 

c,  By  private  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 


Houses 

The  autumn  of  1969  saw  the  introduction  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969 
which  was  notable  for  two  main  provisions.  First,  the  grants  available  to 
owners  of  our  older  structurally  sound  houses  for  improvement  and  con¬ 
version  to  modern  standards  were  substantially  increased  and  made  easier 
to  obtain,  whilst  new  powers  for  the  improvement  of  the  environment  of 
whole  areas  of  ^Twilight”  housing  were  given  to  local  authorities.  There 
is  little  scope  for  these  ^improvement  areas”  in  this  District  but  the 
added  inducement  to  owners  to  seek  grants  for  the  improvement  of  individ¬ 
ual  properties  was  welcome.  During  the  year  and  in  anticipation  of  the 
new  legal  provisions,  a  house  to  house  survey  was  commenced  to  identify 
the  number  of  our  remaining  sound  houses  capable  of  improvement.  One 
disappointment  in  the  Act  was  the  virtually  total  absence  of  compulsory 
powers  to  secure  improvement,  although  it  was  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
provision  for  limited  compulsion  in  Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1964 
has  not  been  repealed.  This  enables  a  tenant  of  an  unimproved  house,  the 
landlord  of  which  refuses  to  modernise  the  house  with  a  bathroom  etc.  to 
ask  the  Council  to  require  the  owner  to  improve  it.  It  is  hoped  that  national 
and  local  publicity  will  result  in  an  increased  number  of  applications  for 
grant  since  the  number  received  in  1969  (six)  was  very  unsatisfactory. 
Secondly,  the  Act  introduced  new  provisions  relating  to  the  standard  of 
existing  houses  with  controlled  tenancies.  An  owner  can  now  apply  to  the 
local  authority  for  a  ‘‘qualification  certificate”  certifying  that  the  house 
has,  or  will  have,  certain  specified  amenities  such  as  a  bath,  hot  water 
etc.  and  is  in  a  good  state  of  repair.  If  the  Council  so  certifies  the  land¬ 
lord  may  then  take  steps  to  have  a  “fair  rent”  fixed  by  the  Rent  Officer 
although  any  substantial  rent  increase  has  to  be  phased  over  a  period 
of  years. 

As  part  of  the  Council’s  re-organisation  the  power  to  deal  with  both  of 
these  aspects  of  its  housing  policy  was  delegated  to  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 


Caravan  Sites 

Five  small  sites  containing  ten  caravans  were  licensed.  One  other  site 
previously  licensed  for  one  caravan  was  the  subject  of  impending  enforce¬ 
ment  action  under  the  Planning  Acts.  In  addition,  there  was  a  larger 
licensed  site  with  six  permanent  residential  caravans  and  twelve  show¬ 
men’s  caravans  stationed  on  it  during  the  winter.  No  problems  arose  at 
these  sites  during  the  year. 

It  was,  however,  necessary  to  have  three  itinerant  travellers’  caravans 
evicted  from  two  privately  owned  sites  during  the  year,  following  com¬ 
plaints  from  nearby  householders. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Domestic  Supply 

Two  utility  companies  supply  piped  water  to  over  99%  of  all  premises 
in  the  District.  A  few  isolated  individual  premises  are  supplied  by  their 
own  wells  which  were  sampled  regularly  during  the  year.  Twenty  samples 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  mainly  from  wells,  two  of  which 
showed  occasional  contamination  of  a  minor  nature.  Only  two  dwelling 
houses  are  not  supplied  by  a  piped  water  supply  and  there  are  no  stand¬ 
pipes  in  the  District. 

Both  utility  companies  carry  out  continuous  chemical  analyses  both 
of  raw  and  of  distributed  water  and  the  water  was  generally  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity.  The  natural  fluoride  content  in  the  raw  water  did 
not  exceed  O.lppm.  and  no  fluoride  is  added  by  the  companies.  The  water 
is  not  subject  to  plumbo-solvency. 


Swimming  Pools 

Three  private  and  four  County  schools  in  the  District  have  their  own 
swimming  pools.  In  addition,  one  recreational  club  which  draws  members 
from  different  parts  of  the  country  has  its  own  swimming  pool.  Eight 
samples  were  taken  which  were  satisfactory.  Routine  checks  of  chlorine 
levels  in  County  school  swimming  pools  were  made  regularly  throughout 
the  season. 

Two  samples  were  taken  from  Bury  Lake  at  the  Aquadrome  which  is 
used  for  swimming  by  members  of  the  public.lt  is  a  natural  lake  frequented 
by  wild  life  but  the  water,  though  not  bacteriologically  up  to  the  standard 
of  a  good  swimming  pool,  was,  in  view  of  the  nature  of  the  water,  con¬ 
sidered  satisfactory  and  not  unsuitable  for  swimming. 


DRAINAGE 

The  arrangements  for  sewerage  of  the  District  are  generally  satisfactory 
and  disposal  continues  to  be  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  West  Hertfordshire 
Main  Drainage  Authority.  The  furnaces  used  at  the  latter’s  Maple  Cross 
Sewage  Works  for  drying  part  of  their  sludge  were  permanently  closed 
during  1969. 

There  still  remain  a  number  of  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  mainly  on 
the  perimeter  of  the  District  where  sewers  are  not  available.  During  the 
year  a  new  sewer  was  provided  to  part  of  Loudwater  to  replace  a  number 
of  unsatisfactory  or  badly  sited  cesspools.  Difficulties  were  also  ex¬ 
perienced  with  three  old  cesspools  serving  the  W.R.V.S.  Old  People’s 
Home  at  Croxley  Green,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  steps  were  being  taken 
to  deal  with  this  problem. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor.  A  satisfactory  weekly  collection  of 
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house  refuse  is  maintained  and,  in  certain  cases,  a  twice-weekly  collection 
of  trade  refuse  is  undertaken  at  the  occupier’s  expense  from  commercial 
premises.  All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  a  private  tip 
outside  the  District.  The  Council  also  arrange  for  special  collections  of 
bulky  articles  at  a  reasonable  charge,  and  for  the  disposal  of  disused 
motor  vehicle. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Food  Condemned 

Frozen,  Canned  and  Bottled  Food 
Poultry,  Carcase  Meat  and  Offal 
Fish  . 

TOTAL  1,2331b. 


...  7031b. 
...  1081b. 


Mi  Ik  Supply 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  Distributors  .  30 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies .  2 

Number  of  Dealer’s  (Pasteurisers)  Licenses  .  1 

Number  of  Dealer’s  (pre-packed)  Milk  Licenses  :- 

Pasteurised .  28 

Sterilised  .  11 

Untreated  .  4 

Ultra-Heat  treated .  10 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  .  42 

Notices  :  Served  and  complied .  1 


Ml  Ik  Samples 

Pasteurised 
Sterilised 
Untreated 
Ultra-Heat  treated 
Channel  Islands 


Taken  Failures 

19 

3 

3 

3 

1 


The  sole  pasteurising  dairy  was  regularly  inspected  until  it  was 
permanently  closed  down  near  the  end  of  the  year.  There  were  no  plant 
sample  failures  —  either  of  milk  or  washed  bottles. 


Slaughterhouses 

No  regular  slaughtering  takes  place  within  the  District.  No  notice  of 
any  occasional  slaughtering  was  received  during  the  past  year. 


Game  Licences 

Two  licences  were  issued  to  dealers  in  the  District  during  the  year. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  numbers  and  types  of  food  premises 
in  the  District  and  the  numbers  of  inspections  made  :- 
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Type  of  premises 

Nos. 

Nos. 

registered 
under  the 
Food  & 
Drugs  Act 

Inspections 

Hand 

washing 

facilities 

fitted 

Equipment 
washing  facilities 

Required 

Fitted 

Bakehouses  . 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Bread  &  Pastry  Purveyors  11 

2 

7 

11 

8 

8 

Butchers  . 

19 

8 

3-7 

19 

19 

19 

Confectioners 

33 

— 

24 

31 

15 

16 

Fishmongers . 

6 

— 

5 

6 

6 

6 

Fish  Fryers . 

5 

6 

13 

5 

5 

5 

Greengrocers . 

27 

— 

46 

26 

19 

22 

Grocers  . 

33 

4 

51 

30 

30 

31 

Ice-Cream  Purveyors.. 

55 

55 

13 

48 

1 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

48 

— 

36 

48 

48 

48 

Dairies  . 

2 

2 

15 

2 

2 

2 

Milk  Distributors  (bottled)  30 

30 

17 

22 

— 

22 

Hotels  &  GuestHouses 

4 

— 

3 

4 

4 

4 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

32 

— 

27 

28 

28 

28 

Canteens  (factory) 

13 

— 

11 

13 

13 

13 

Canteens  (school) 

19 

— 

30 

19 

19 

19 

Mobile  Shops  (bases) 

17 

— 

3 

15 

1 

1 

Soft  Drink  Manufacturers 

1 

— 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Wine  Manufacturers 

1 

— 

6 

1 

1 

1 

A  satisfactory  level  of  inspections  of  food  premises  was  maintained 
in  1969  despite  the  switching  of  Inspectors’  time  to  the  housing  survey 
referred  to  elsewhere.  The  following  contraventions  of  the  Regulations 
were  remedied 


Personal  Cleanliness 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

a.  Insufficient  ... 

b,  Defective/dirty 

Premises 

a.  Dirty  . 

b.  Defective/dirty 

Washing  Facilities 

a.  Insufficient  ... 

b,  Defective/dirty 

Equipment 

a,  Insufficient  ... 

b,  Defective/Dirty 


9 


11 

14 


2 

4 


4 

5 


Ice-Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  District  but  55  premises 
were  registered  for  storage  and  sale.  No  mobile  ice-cream  traders  were 
based  in  the  District.  Fourteen  samples  were  taken  giving  the  following 


results  ;- 

Samples  Grading 

Soft  ice-cream  .  2  I 

2  II 

4  III 

4  IV 

Hard  ice-cream .  2  I 
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The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  one  restaurant  selling 
soft  ice-cream.  The  manufacturers  of  the  ice-cream  mix  gave  their  advice 
and  assistance  to  the  proprietor  whose  failure  to  cleanse  and  sterilise 
his  machine  properly  was  the  prime  cause  of  the  failures.  It  was,  however, 
necessary  to  issue  a  strong  warning  to  the  vendor  before  improvement  was 
effected.  The  absence  of  legal  powers  to  deal  with  this  problem  does  not 
help  in  dealing  with  an  unco-operative  vendor. 


Mobile  Food  Trading 

Seventeen  persons/firms  in  the  area  were  operating  mobile  shops 
(excluding  delivery  vehicles)  during  the  year,  the  commodities  sold  being 
prepacked  groceries  and/or  unwrapped  greengrocery.  Random  checks  were 
made  on  food  vehicles  during  the  year.  It  is  now  obvious  that  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 
Regulations,  1966  has  resulted  in  the  vast  majority  of  food  firms  delivering 
their  foods  prepacked,  as  a  generally  more  satisfactory  alternative  to 
fitting  hand-washing  facilities  to  their  vehicles. 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  mobile  trading  :- 

Based  in  District  Based  outside  District 

Inspections  .  3  2 

Notices  served .  2  2 

Notices  complied  with  ...  _  _ 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  following  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  were  taken  in  1969 


Forma  1 

In  forma  1 

Result 

Milk 

3 

2 

1  informal  contained  vege¬ 
table  tissue 

Beef  Croquettes 

— 

1 

Satisfactory 

Biscuits 

— 

2 

n 

Bread 

— 

3 

1  contained  steel  wire 

Bread  Rolls 

— 

1 

Contained  traces  of  dust 

Bread  Sauce 

— 

1 

Satis  factory 

Fruit,  tinned 

— 

2 

n 

Minced  Beef  and  Onions 

— 

3 

n 

Potato  Powder 

— 

1 

M 

Shandy 

— 

1 

1 1 

Soft  Drinks 

— 

3 

1 1 

Soups 

— 

2 

1 1 

Sweets 

— 

3 

1) 

Cough  Syrup 

— 

1 

II 

Saccharin  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 1 

Butter  Beans 

— 

1 

1 1 

Coffee 

— 

1 

II 

Cooking  Oil 

— 

1 

11 

Lemon  Essence 

— 

1 

II 

Milk  Shake  Syrup 

— 

1 

1 1 

Orange  Drink 

— 

1 

II 

Paste 

— 

1 

1 1 

Sausages,  Pork 

3 

6 

1  informal  low  meat  content 

Tomatoes,  peeled 

— 

1 

Satis  factory 

Bacon 

— 

1 

1 1 

Barley  Kernels 

— 

1  ' 

1 1 
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Cheese  Spread  with  Shrimps 
Chopped  Ham  with  Pork 
Chicken  Dinner 
Cornish  Pastie 

Glass  from  Cornflakes 
Ice-cream 

Liver,  Bacon,  Onion,  Gravy 

Low  Fat  Spread 

Lumpfish  Caviare 

Margarine 

Mousse 

Sausages 

Sausage  Rolls 

Y  oghurt 

Brown  Ale 

Sucron  Sugar 

Baking  Powder 

Cake  and  Biscuit  Mix 

Cake  Covering  Chocolate 

Cheese  Spread  with  Ham 

White  Coffee  with  Sugar 

Rhubarb,  tinned 

Ham  and  Beef  Luncheon  Meat 

Mixed  Peel 

Prunes,  tinned 

Gin 

Rum 

Whisky 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Satisfactory 

1 1 

II 

Evidence  of  incipient 
rancidity 

Glass  coated  with  marmalade 
Satisfactory 


Contained  skimmed  milk 
Lacquering  on  tin  blistered 
Satisfactory 


1 


Unsatisfactory  Food 

(a)  reported  on  by  the  public  analyst 


hA\  I  k 

f  f  1 1  I  lx  •••  ••• 

Bread  . 

Bread  Rolls  . 

Pork  Sausages . 

Cornish  Pastie . 

Glass  in  Cornflakes  ... 


Contained  particles  of  vegetable  tissue. 
Warning  letter  to  bottling  firm. 

Contained  loop  of  thin  wire.  Court  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Contained  traces  of  dust.  Warning  letter  to 
baker. 

Meat  content  slightly  low.  Letter  to  manu¬ 
facturers. 

Fat  content  showed  slight  incipient  ran¬ 
cidity.  Caterer  changed  his  suppliers  and 
no  formal  action  possible. 

Curved  fragment  of  glass  with  thick  layer 
of  sticky  material  adhering  to  it,  subse¬ 
quently  found  to  be  marmalade.  Court 
proceedings. 


White  Coffee  with  Sugar  Misleading  labelling  —  sample  contained 

skimmed  milk.  Matter  taken  up  informally 
with  firm  and  Urban  District  Councils 
Association. 


Tinned  Rhubarb  ...  Discolouration  and  blistered  lacquer  on 

internal  surface  of  can.  No  metallic  con¬ 
tamination.  No  action. 
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otherwise  dealt  with 

Tinned  Chicken 

Curry  and  Rice . 

Discolouration  of  contents  by  rust.  Warning, 
to  producers. 

Human  Hair  in 

Cottage  Cheese 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Cement  in  Milk  Bottle 

Warning  letter  to  bottling  firm. 

Cream  (Fresh)  . 

Alleged  to  be  sour.  Found  to  be  satisfactory. 
No  further  action. 

Mouldy  Brown  Bread  ... 

Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Mouldy  Bread  . 

Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Maggoty  Cheese 

No  action. 

Mouldy  Fruit  Dessert... 

Legal  proceedings  taken. 

Mouldy  Scotch  Eggs  ... 

Warning  letter  to  retailers/manufacturers. 

Mouldy  Pork  Pie 

Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Maggot  in  Pineapple 
Delight  . 

Legal  proceedings  taken. 

Metal  in  Sausage 

Legal  proceedings  taken. 

Foreign  Matter  in  Bread 

Label  from  flour  sack.  Warning  letter  to 
bakers. 

Mouldy  Sweets . 

Warning  to  retailer  and  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  immediately. 

Whisky  . 

Alleged  to  have  caused  excessive  burning 
sensation.  Taste  of  sample  normal.  No 
action. 

(c)  complaints  resulting  in  prosecution 
Mouldy  Pork  Pie  ...  £30  fine. 
Mouldy  Yoghurt . £30  fine. 


Pesticides 

No  samples  were  submitted  specifically  for  the  detection  of  pesticide 
residues.  Such  sampling  is  perhaps  best  done  as  part  of  a  nationwide 
survey  such  as  the  Council  participated  in  in  1967.  A  further  national 
survey  is  being  organised  by  the  Local  Authorities  Associations  and  the 
Association  of  Public  Analysts  and  in  which  this  Council  will  again 
take  part. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

The  work  done  during  the  year  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949,  is  recorded  in  the  following  section. 
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Properties  other  than  sewers 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  No.  of  properties  in  district 

11,212 

35 

2.  a,  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notifi¬ 
cation  . 

245 

1 

b,  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

209 

1 

(ii)  Mice 

7 

— 

3.  Total  number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  for  rats/mice  for 
reasons  other  than  notification 

643 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

— 

— 

No  problems  arose  from  the  administration  of  the  Act. 


Sewers 

No  sewers  were  reported  as  infested  by  rats  during  the  year  but  it  is 
hoped  to  carry  out  a  methodical  test  baiting  of  the  sewers  in  the  area 
during  next  year. 


Verminous  Premises 

Disinfestation  of  premises  by  contact  insecticides  was  again  carried 
out  and  a  variety  of  insects  were  dealt  with,  e.g.  mites,  earwigs,  carpet 
beetles,  biscuit  weevils,  cockroaches  and,  surprisingly,  one  case  of  the 
almost  rare  bed-bug. 

Eighty-one  wasps’  nests  were  also  destroyed  for  householders  at 
their  expense. 


Feral  Pigeon  Control 

Nuisances  from  feral  pigeons  were  dealt  with  at  Moor  Park  Mansion 
and  Baldwins  Lane  railway  bridge.  In  each  case  narcotics  were  used  by 
the  Council’s  Pest  Officer  who  is  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  for  this  purpose  and  the  sites  of  the  operations  had 
the  prior  approval  of  the  Ministry.  The  appropriate  part  of  Moor  Park 
Mansion  was  subsequently  successfully  treated  by  bird  repellant  material 
at  the  joint  expense  of  the  Council  and  Moor  Park  Golf  Club.  Baldwins 
Lane  bridge  will,  however,  continue  to  need  narcotising  treatments  due, 
unfortunately,  to  the  refusal  of  the  Railway  Authority  to  take  steps  to 
prevent  roosting  by  pigeons. 


AIR  POLLUTION 

Routine  day-to-day  measurement  of  air  pollution  at  two  sites  in  the 
District  for  Warren  Spring  Laboratory,  Stevenage,  as  part  of  the  national 
survey  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  was  finally  concluded  in  1969  with 
the  agreement  of  the  Laboratory. 
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The  accompanying  charts  show  the  levels  of  these  pollutants  at  Mill 
End  and  Moor  Park  over  a  period  of  six  years.  They  reflect  the  trend, 
particularly  in  the  S.E.  of  England,  of  a  steady  decline  in  smoke  due  to 
the  change  from  coal  to  other,  particularly  ‘‘piped”  fuels.  The  decline 
in  sulphur  dioxide  has  not  been  so  marked  due  to  the  fact  that  solid 
smokeless  fuels  contain  sulphur  from  the  coal  from  which  they  are  made. 
It  is  confidently  expected  that  these  pollutants  will  continue  to  diminish 
as  more  houses  are  modernised  with  improved  heating. 

The  modernisation  of  the  boiler  plant  at  an  industrial  firm’s  premises 
in  the  town  was  completed  during  the  year  and  successfully  dealt  with  the 
smoke  and  fly  ash  problem  which  seriously  affected  many  residents  of 
nearby  houses. 

The  heights  of  three  industrial  chimneys  were  approved  following  the 
installation  of  new  heating/boiler  plant.  As  a  result  of  the  operation  of 
the  Clean  Air  Act,  1968,  firms  must  now  secure  the  approval  of  the  Council 
to  the  height  of  existing  chimneys  where  new  furnaces  consuming  more 
than  1001b.  solid  fuel  per  hour  (or  its  equivalent)  are  installed.  A  further 
important  provision  is  that  empowering  a  local  authority  to  require  an 
industrial  firm  to  measure  the  solids  in  the  chimney  gases  and  to  attach 
conditions  to  the  approval  of  a  chimney  relating  to  the  rate  and/or  quality 
of  the  chimney  gases.  This  is  a  major  step  forward  in  the  continuing 
fight  to  control  industrial  air  pollution. 

Offensive  smells  issuing  from  a  large  factory  in  the  area  were  found 
to  be  due  to  decomposition  of  the  main  ingredients  in  the  factory’s  products. 
Steps  were  being  taken,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  to  install  more  suitable 
storage  vessels  to  prevent  decomposition. 

Other  smoke  “nuisances”  numbering  17  in  all,  were  dealt  with  by 
informal  action.  Industrialists  and  others  have  also  been  warned  that 
burning  material  on  the  ground  so  as  to  cause  “dark  smoke”  is  now  an 
offence  under  the  1968  Act  which  has  —  with  some  exemptions  —  applied 
the  same  standards  to  smoke  from  industrial  “bonfires”  as  that  from 
industrial  chimneys. 
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OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Registration  and  General  Inspections 


No,  of  premi  ses  Total  number  of 
newly  registered  registered 
during  the  year  premi  ses  at  end 

of  year 


No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
genera  I  inspection 
during  the  year 


1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

Offices 

12 

7 

99 

102 

78 

20 

Retail  shops 

8 

5 

184 

178 

147 

76 

Wholesale  shops  warehouses 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

3 

32 

30 

25 

8 

No.  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises 

General  Inspections  6  Reinspections  12  0 


No.  of  persons  employed 

Offices . 

Retail  shops . 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  . 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  . 

Canteens  . 

Total  (Male  876,  Females  1,339) 

Exemptions  —  Nil.  Accidents  reported  —  Nil. 


1,153 

825 

84 

146 

7 


Routine  inspections  under  the  Act  were  restricted  during  the  year  due 
to  preoccupation  with  other  duties.  No  problems  arose  from  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Act. 


Shops  Act,  1950 

Number  of  Shops  . 

303 

•  ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  \y\.y 

Inspections  . 

129 

•  ••  •••  •••  •••  X.  ^  ^ 

Notices  Served . 

7 

•••  •••  / 

Notices  Complied  . 

•  ••  •••  •••  ••• 

No  serious  infringements  of  the  Act 
were  received. 

were  observed  and  no  complaint 

NOISE 

Complaints  from  householders  of  noise  again  ranged  from  dogs’  barking 
to  the  persistent  and  more  serious  noise  nuisances  from  industrial  machinery 
working  24  hours  a  day.  All  were  successfully  dealt  with  by  informal 
action  with  one  exception.  This  was  a  nuisance  which  was  detected  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  due  to  dust  extractor  plant  serving  a  factory  having 
been  sited  in  the  open  air.  The  public  is  becoming  more  conscious  of 
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unnecessary  and  disturbing  noise  but  unfortunately  most  machinery 
manufacturers  still  do  not  pay  sufficient  attention  to  making  quieter 
machinery.  The  law  will  one  day  have  to  qualify  noise  in  more  scientific 
terms  than  a  ‘‘nuisance  standard”  as  life  will  become  increasingly 
intolerable,  particularly  to  the  old  and  the  sick. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

1.  —  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

5 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

122 

35 

4 

— 

TOTALS 

127 

35 

4 

— 

2.  —  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M, 
Inspector 
(4) 

jrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Home- 

work) 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

4 

1 

— 

— 

3.  —  Outworkers 

Factories  in  District  employing  outworkers  outside  the  District 

Number  of  factories  1  Number  of  outworkers  455 

Factories  in  District  employing  outworkers  inside  the  District 

Number  of  factories  1  Number  of  outworkers  8 

Factories  outside  District  employing  outworkers  inside  the  District 

Number  of  factories  3  Number  of  outworkers  22 
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SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

Four  persons  were  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Act  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  There  were  no  new  registrations. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

There  is  now  only  one  such  establishment  in  the  District.  This  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  well  managed  and  no  problems  arose  from  it. 


RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1964 

The  only  licensed  premises  in  the  District  were  discontinued  for  this 
purpose  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1961 

Three  premises  are  licensed  to  keep  pet  animals.  All  were  well  kept 
and  managed  and  no  problems  arose. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

The  Department  has  continued  to  give  advice  on  a  variety  of  matters 
which  the  public  refer  to  it  and  some  of  which  have  only  a  tenuous 
connection  with  public  health.  These  have  included  nuisance  from  wild 
cats;  dead  dog  (thought  to  be  a  ^‘donkey”)  floating  in  the  river;  foxes; 
grass  snakes;  badgers;  disposal  of  dangerous  drugs,  poisons,  medical 
bags  and  old  gas  cylinders;  disinfecting  fishing  tackle  and  certification 
thereof  for  the  Iceland  Authorities;  permission  to  scatter  the  ashes  of 
a  dead  person  in  a  particular  part  of  the  District.  We  do  our  best. 

METEOROLOGY 


1968 

1969 

Temperatures 

Min  Max 

°C  °C 

Rainfall 

Temperatures 

Min  Max 

°C  °C 

Rainfall 

January 

-10 

11 

1.85  in. 

-4 

12 

2 .86  in. 

February 

-6 

9 

0.97  in. 

-10 

12 

1 . 6  5  in . 

March 

-2 

13 

0.70in. 

-7 

12 

2.19in. 

April 

-7 

23 

2.15  in. 

-5 

22 

0.98  in. 

May 

1 

20 

2.84  in. 

2 

28 

1.94  in. 

June 

3 

28 

3. 06  in. 

1 

29 

1.11  in. 

July 

5 

34 

1.62  in. 

7 

32 

2 .25  in. 

August 

6 

27 

3.11  in. 

6 

31 

2 .62  in. 

September 

6 

25 

3 . 86  in . 

-3 

23 

0.20in. 

October 

4 

20 

1.62  in. 

-1 

23 

0T2  in. 

November 

-6 

16 

1.93  in. 

-6 

17 

3.40in. 

December 

-8 

12 

4.25  in. 

-7 

10 

2.46  in. 

TOTALS 

27.96  in. 

21.78in. 
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Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  (from  May  1969):  Councillor 
Mrs.  O.  E.  COLLINGWOOD  (Chairman):  Councillor  G.  A.  BAILEY; 
Councillor  G.  DIMOND:  Councillor  J.  F.  HOMEWOOD:  Councillor  Mrs.  S. 
LANGER;  Councillor  Mrs.  G.  MORISON;  Councillor  D.  W.  RALPH; 
Councillor  A.  V.  SHARP;  Councillor  F.  R.  WILSON. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  —  F.  REEVE,  Cert.  S.I.J.B. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  —  J.  CABOURNE,  Cert.  S.I.J.B., 
Cert.  Insps.  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Cert.  Smoke  Inspn. 

Public  Health  Inspectors  —  F.  VALENTINE,  Cert.  S.I.J.B.,  Cert.  Inspn. 
of  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Testamur  Inst.  P.C. 

A.  BEATON,  Cert.  Royal  San.  Asscn. 
Scotland,  Inspn.  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

P.  M.  ABLETT,  Diploma  P.H.I.E.B.  Cert. 
Smoke  Inspn.  (Left  19th  October,  1969.) 

A.  V.  SULLIVAN,  Diploma  P.H.I.E.B.  (Com¬ 
menced  26th  November,  1969.) 


General 

Area  (land  and  inland  water),  17,782  acres. 

Civil  Parishes  —  Abbots  Langley,  5,558.9;  Aldenham,  5,445;  Sarratt, 
4,587.4;  Watford  Rural,  2,190.7  acres. 


Dwellings  and  Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1970) 

Number  of  Total  Product  (est.)  of 

Separate  Dwellings  Rateable  Value  Penny  Rate 

15,806  £2,880,034  £11,556 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimates  for  mid-year) 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

54,320  54,170  61,200  60,970  40,150  20,280 


Birth  Rate  (Adjusted  live 

births  per  1,000 

of  population)  :  Comparability 

Factor  0.99 

1969  1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

11.0  12.67 

11.58 

11.33 

17.0 

13.9 

Ratio  of  local  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate: 

0.67 

Classification  of  Births: 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

Total  live  births 

...  604 

708 

714 

691 

Illegitimate  live  births 

43 

58 

58 

51 

Still  births  . 

7 

12 

13 

7 

Total  live  and  still  births 

611 

720 

111 

698 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1969  IN  WATFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Watford  Rural  District 
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Still  Birth  Rate  (Still  births 

per  1,000  total, 

live  and  i 

still,  births) : 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

11 

17 

18 

10.13 

20.0 

20.8 

1  llegitimate 

Birth  Rate  (per 

cent  live  births) 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1951 

1939 

7 

8.2 

5.09 

7.3 

0 

4.2 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


INCIDENCE  according  to  AGE  and  SEX  during  1969 


AGE 

GROUPS 

Scarlet 

fever 

Whooping 

cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Acute 

meningitis 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 . 

— — 

1 

1 

1 

1-2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

14 

19 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3-4 

2 

— 

— 

1 

21 

21 

7 

3 

— 

— 

5-9 

7 

5 

— 

— 

15 

16 

11 

21 

— 

— 

10-14  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

— 

— 

15-24  .. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

46 

— 

2 

Age  unknown 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

10 

7 

— 

2 

52 

59 

25 

93 

1 

2 

AGE 

GROUPS 

Tuberc 

respiratory 

:ulosis 

other 

Typhoid 

Infective 

hepatitis 

F  ood 
poisoning 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-4  .. 

_ 

.... 

__ 

1 

__ 

2 

2 

5-14  .• 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

8 

15-44  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

10 

11 

45-64  .. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

5 

65  and  over  .. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

5 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5 

3 

16 

26 
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No  cases  of  the  following  notifiable  diseases  were  notified  to  me 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  :  paralytic  and  non-paralytic,  Meningococcal  Infection, 
Diphtheria,  Smallpox,  Paratyphoid,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Plauge,  Malaria, 
Cholera,  Relapsing  Fever,  Typhus  Fever,  Tuberculosis  :  meninges  and  C.N.S., 
Encephalitis  :  infective  and  post-infectious. 


Month  of  occurrence 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

4 

4 

1 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

13 

14 

12 

1 

5 

12 

17 

27 

3 

6 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis 

respiratory 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

other 

1 

Dysentery 

29 

35 

19 

14 

6 

2 

11 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Infective  hepatitis 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Typhoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

— 

5 

15 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

4 

4 

— 

Acute  meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  519  persons  died  during  the  year,  (550  in  1968). 

Death  Rate  Adjusted  per  1,000  of  population.  (Comparability  Factor  1.07.) 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

10.3  10.49  9.7  9.9  7.1  8.8 

Ratio  of  local  Death  Rate  to  National  Rate:  0.86 

Infant  Mortality 

6  infants  died  under  the  age  of  1  year 
(including)  2  "  "  "  "  "  "  4  weeks 

(including)  2  "  "  "  "  "  "  1  week 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  Number  of  deaths  under  age  of  1  year  per  1,000 
live  births. 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1951  1939 

10  14  21.0  17.4  29  56 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week 
per  1,000  total  births)  :  15  (22  in  1968). 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

0,  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing 
^^cts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

b,  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 


477 

944 
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2.  Action  Taken 

a,  Clearance  areas  declared  .  — 

b,  Unfit  houses  included  in  a,  above  .  — 

c,  Individual  houses  demolished  .  9 

d,  Individual  houses  closed  .  — 

e,  Parts  of  buildings  closed  .  — 

f,  Dwellings  rendered  fit 

i,  Informal  action  .  43 

a,  Formal  action  .  10 

3.  Overcrowding 

0,  Cases  brought  forward  from  previous  year  .  1 

b,  Premises  found  to  be  statutorily  overcrowded  during  the  year  — 

c,  Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  .  1 


4.  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

o.  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued .  — 

b,  Undertakings  given  by  landlord .  — 

c,  Certificates  of  Disrepair  revoked  .  — 

5.  Improvement  Grants 

a.  Applications  made  for  Discretionary  Grants  .  9 

b,  Grants  approved  .  3 

c,  Applications  made  for  Standard  Grants  .  17 

d.  Grants  approved  .  13 

6.  Housing  Act,  1969  —  Qualification  Certificates 

The  Housing  Act,  1969,  which  came  into  effect  generally  on  25th  August, 
1969,  contained  special  provisions  for  the  removal  from  rent  control  of 
dwellings  attaining  a  certain  standard  of  repair  and  emenity,  and  for  the 
fixing  of  a  ‘Tegulated”  rent  in  such  cases,  subject  to  the  Local  Authority 
granting  to  the  landlord,  on  his  application,  of  a  ^‘Qualification  Certificate” 
for  this  purpose.  In  order  to  meet  the  required  qualifying  standard  the 
dwelling  must  be  provided  (Sec.  44(1))  with  the  standard  amenities  (i.e. 
bath,  wash-hand  basin,  sink  (hot  water  supply  to  these  fittings)  and  water- 
closet),  to  be  in  good  repair  having  regard  to  its  age,  character  and  locality, 
and  must  be  fit  for  human  habitation. 

If  the  dwelling  is  not  so  provided  with  the  standard  amenities,  the  land¬ 
lord  may  apply  (Sec.  44(2))  for  a  qualification  certificate  and  at  the  same 
time  submit  plans  and  specification  in  respect  of  works  necessary  to 
satisfy  the  qualifying  conditions. 

0,  Standard  amenities  already  provided.  Sec.  44(1) 

i,  Number  of  applications  received .  1 

a,  Number  of  qualification  certificates  issued .  1 

b,  Improvement  cases.  Sec.  44(2) 

i,  Number  of  applications  received .  — 

a,  Number  of  provisional  certificates  issued  .  — 

Hi,  Number  of  qualification  certificates  issued .  — 


7.  Number  of  Houses  and  Flats  Erected  During  the  Year 

a,  By  the  Local  Authority  .  84 

b,  By  other  Authorities  and  Organisations  .  2 

c,  By  private  persons  .  Houses  103 

Flats  18 
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8.  Licensed  Caravan  Sites 

There  are  four  large  sites  in  the  Districts  ; 
Highview  Caravan  Park,  Kings  Langley  ... 

Newlands  Caravan  Site,  Bedmond  . 

Brookside,  Eastbury  Road,  Oxhey  . 

Langleyview  Caravan  Park,  Abbots  Langley 


104  caravans 
60  caravans 
70  caravans 
30  caravans 


There  are  in  addition  11  small  sites  accommodating  39  caravans  in  all. 

A  further  five  sites  are  subject  to  discontinuance  and  run-down  procedure 
comprising  14  caravans. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Domestic  Supply 

The  majority  of  the  District  is  served  by  a  public  mains  supply,  by  the 
Colne  Valley  Water  Company,  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company,  or,  the  Watford  Corporation  Water  Undertaking. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concerning  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  the  mains  supplies,  all  of  which  are  chlorinated. 

There  are  17  dwelling-houses  which  are  served  by  well  supplies.  No 
complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  any  of  these.  One  sample  was 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  in  the  District.  Two  County  Council 
Schools,  viz;  Fairfield  at  Radlett  and  Clarendon  at  South  Oxhey,  have 
their  own  swimming  pools.  Routine  samples  from  these  are  taken  by  the 
County  Council  and  the  results  were  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Public  Conveniences 

The  Council  have  provided  public  conveniences  at  Watling  Street, 
Radlett;  Station  Approach,  South  Oxhey;  Oxhey  Pavilion;  and  High  Street, 
Abbots  Langley. 

In  all  these  conveniences  free  hand  washing  facilities  are  available. 


Dwellings  not  connected 


Number  of  dwellings  not  connected  to  a  sewerage  system  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  the  system  of  sanitation  being  :- 


Parish 

Cesspool 

Pail  type  closet 

Abbots  Langley  . 

87 

13 

Aldenham . 

67 

6 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

68 

46 

Watford  Rural  . 

17 

4 

239 

69 

60 


Watford  Rural  District 


General 

During  the  year  the  extensive  main  sewerage  schemes  in  the  Parishes 
of  Bedmond  and  Sarratt  were  completed  and  a  great  deal  of  progress  had 
been  made  towards  the  connection  thereto  of  properties  hitherto  lacking 
main  drainage  facilities.  A  number  of  property  owners  had  taken  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  provide  new  drainage  systems  to  their  properties,  in¬ 
cluding  improvement  of  the  sanitary  facilities  and  internal  layout  of  dwelling- 
houses  with  the  aid  of  Housing  Improvement  Grants. 

The  provision  of  main  sewerage  facilitated  a  considerable  reduction 
in  the  number  of  cesspools  and  a  consequent  reduction  in  the  cost  of  the 
service. 

The  sewerage  systems  for  the  Rural  District  discharge  into  the  trunk 
sewers  of  the  West  Hertfordshire  Main  Drainage  Authority. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  throughout  the  District. 
Nine  refuse  collection  schedules  are  operated  daily  which  ensures  a 
weekly  refuse  collection  service.  Modern  refuse  collection  vehicles  mostly 
of  the  rear  loading  type  are  in  use. 

A  Trade  Refuse  Collection  Scheme  is  also  in  operation  in  respect  of 
shop  premises,  and  for  which  service  an  extra  charge  is  made. 


Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

The  above  Act  imposes  upon  the  local  authority  certain  responsibilities 
including  the  provision  of  places  for  the  reception  of  rubbish  from  residents 
of  the  District  free  of  charge,  the  removal  of  rubbish  abandoned  on  land  in 
the  open  air  and  for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  abandoned  motor  vehicles 
from  the  highway  and  from  land  in  the  open  air  in  accordance  with  certain 
specific  procedures. 

In  order  to  meet  their  obligations  under  the  Act,  the  Council  provides 
and  maintains  the  following  facilities  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  residents 
of  the  District : 

(i)  Reception  areas  at  each  of  the  Council’s  depots  at  Aldenham, 
Oxhey  and  Abbots  Langley  for  the  acceptance  of  refuse  delivered 
thereto  by  residents. 

(ii)  The  clearance  of  rubbish  from  roadside  verges  within  the  District 
as  and  when  necessary,  using  refuse  collection  vehicles  and  their 
crews  on  overtime  working. 

(iii)  A  free  service  for  the  collection  of  bulky  articles  of  refuse  on 
request  from  any  resident  of  the  District. 

(iv)  A  free  service  for  the  reception  and  disposal  by  the  Council  of 
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unwanted  motor  vehicles  voluntarily  surrendered  by  residents  of 
the  District. 

(v)  The  removal  of  abandoned  motor  vehicles  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  and  the  removal  and  Disposal  of  Vehicles 
Regulations,  1968,  and  their  destruction  as  “wrecks^’  or,  in  the 
case  of  “runners’’,  their  safe  retention  for  the  specified  period 
and  their  ultimate  disposal  by  sale  or  destruction  as  appropriate. 

During  the  year,  31  abandoned  vehicles  were  dealt  with  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Act  and  a  further  70  motorvehicles  were  disposed  of  following 
their  voluntary  surrender  to  the  Council  by  the  vehicle  owners. 


Refuse  Disposal 

During  the  year  works  were  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  disused  tip  in 
the  Aldenham  Parish,  involving  the  final  covering  of  the  entire  site  with  soil. 

The  Council’s  Abbots  Langley  tip  site  continued  to  be  used  for  the 
reception  of  house  refuse  during  1969  pending  completion  of  preparatory 
works  on  the  site  of  the  Council’s  new  refuse  tip  at  Bedmond.  Tipping 
operations  were  confined  to  one  relatively  small  area  of  the  Abbots  Langley 
tip,  whilst  considerable  quantities  of  excavated  soil  were  imported  on  to 
the  remaining  area  of  the  site  by  arrangement  with  Contractors  and  a  start 
was  made  on  spreading  this  material  and  generally  levelling  the  site  with  a 
view  to  its  future  reclamation. 

Preparatory  works  at  the  site  of  the  new  Bedmond  tip  site  were  almost 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  These  works  involved  the  construction 
of  a  concrete  access  road  into  the  site,  erection  of  fuel  and  equipment 
store,  garage,  messroom  and  sanitary  accommodation,  drainage  and  sewer 
connection,  and  the  importation  of  considerable  quantities  of  inert  material 
for  the  covering  of  areas  subject  to  water  retention.  It  was  anticipated  that 
the  tip  would  be  adequately  prepared  for  the  reception  of  house  refuse  in 
the  early  weeks  of  1970. 


Cesspool  Emptying 

Sewering  of  the  Bedmond  and  Sarratt  areas  of  the  District  reached  an 
advanced  stage  during  the  year,  resulting  in  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
cesspools  as  property  owners  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
improve  the  sanitary  facilities  of  their  properties,  including  connection  to 
the  public  sewer.  It  is  anticipated  that  a  further  reduction  in  the  number  of 
cesspools  will  take  place  in  1970. 

The  easing  of  the  demands  made  on  the  Council’s  cesspool  emptying 
service  resulted  in  a  declining  use  of  Contractor’s  emptying  services  and 
enabled  an  overall  reduction  in  the  cost  of  this  service  to  be  affected. 

One  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  is  operated  by  direct  labour. 


Pail  Closet  Emptying 

This  is  undertaken  by  direct  labour  in  the  Parishes  of  Abbots  Langley, 
Aldenham  and  Sarratt.  Pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly,  properly  equipped 
vehicles  being  used  for  collection  and  disposal  purposes. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 


Food  Condemned 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  food  condemned  during  the  year:- 


561b. 
3801b. 
125  lb. 
145  lb. 
913  lb. 
711b. 
22  lb. 
56  lb. 


—  Fish 

—  Meat 

—  Canned  Meat 

—  Canned  Fruit 

—  Frozen  Foodstuffs 

—  Canned  Vegetables 

—  Ice-Cream 

—  Other  Foodstuffs 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 
Food  Premises 


Type  of  premises 

No.  of 
premises 

No.  of  premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  Reg.  16 
(Wash  hand 
basins) 

No.  of  premises 
to  which  Reg. 
19  applies 
(Sinks) 

No.  of  premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  Reg.  19 
(Sinks) 

No.  of 
inspections 
made 

Bakehouses 

4 

4 

4 

4 

12 

Bakers  shops 

11 

11 

9 

9 

38 

Butchers 

22 

22 

22 

22 

78 

Confectioners 

21 

21 

6 

6 

6 

Factory  canteens 

15 

15 

15 

15 

10 

F  ishmongers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

9 

Fish  fryers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

20 

Food  manufacturers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Food  warehouses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15 

Greengrocers 

18 

18 

18 

18 

36 

Grocery  shops 

47 

47 

38 

38 

106 

Licensed  premises 

37 

37 

37 

37 

56 

Restaurants  /cafes 

12 

12 

12 

12 

60 

School  canteens 

28 

28 

28 

28 

12 

TOTALS 

224 

224 

198 

198 

459 

The  following  contraventions  were  remedied 
Personal  Cleanliness  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

a.  Insufficient  . 

b,  Defective/Dirty . 

Premises 

a,  Dirty  condition . 

b.  Defective  conditions/Dirty . 

Washing  Facilities 

a.  Insufficient  . 

b,  Defective/Dirty . 

Equipment 

a,  Insufficient  . 

b,  Defective  and/or  dirty  . 


3 


3 

4 
1 

1 

6 

2 

5 
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In  no  case  where  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  were  found  was  it 
necessary  to  recommend  the  Council  to  consider  taking  legal  proceedings. 


Milk  Supply 

There  are  three  dairies  and  16  distributors  of  milk  registered  in  the 
District. 

Brucellosis 

Investigations  were  carried  out  at  two  farms  in  the  District  following 
receipt  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  notification  from  the  Hertford¬ 
shire  County  Council  that  bulk  milk  samples  had  revealed  evidence  of 
Brucella  Abortus  infection  in  the  dairy  herds  concerned. 

The  Council  expressed  their  continuing  concern  that  no  regulations 
existed  to  control  the  movement  and  sale  of  cattle  so  affected  and  decided 
to  take  up  the  matter  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
the  local  Member  of  Parliament  and  the  Rural  District  Councils  Association. 


Ice-Cream 

Number  of  premises  registered  : 

a,  For  Manufacture  . 

b.  For  Sale  . 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

During  the  year  33  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  condition 

of  food  purchased  within  the  District.  The  articles  of  food  involved  were 
as  follows 

Potato  Chips  1;  Mincemeat  1;  Chicken  1;  Milk  Pudding  1;  Bread  8;  Crum¬ 
pets  1;  Cake  3;  Pearl  Barley  1;  Ham  3;  Corned  Beef  1;  Tinned  Fruit  1; 
Frozen  Peas  1;  Cheese  1;  Tinned  Fish  1;  Beefburgers  1;  Bacon  2;  Milk  4; 
Sausages  1. 

Each  complaint  was  investigated  fully  and  legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  against  the  vendor  in  the  following  instances  :- 


Nature  of  offence 
Sale  of  Mouldy  Crumpets 
Sale  of  Mouldy  Bacon 
Sale  of  Mouldy  Bread 


Penalty  imposed 

£10  Fine  +  £34  10  Od  Costs 

£20  Fine  +  £10  Costs 

£25  Fine  +  £10  10  Od  Costs 


The  following  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  for  bacteriological  examination  :- 


Nature  of  specimen 
Cake 

Luncheon  Meat 


Result  of  examination 

No  Salmonella  typhi-murium  isolated. 

No  Salmonella,  Shigella,  Staphylococcus 
aureus  or  Clostridium  welchii  isolated 


Beetroot  Salad  No  Salmonella,  Shigella,  Staphylococcus 

aureus  or  Clostridium  welchii  isolated 

Empty  Luncheon  Meat  Cans  No  Salmonella,  Shigella,  Staphylococcus 

aureus  or  Clostridium  welchii  isolated 
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Empty  Beetroot  Cans  No  Salmonella,  Shigella,  Staphylococcus 

aureus  or  Clostridium  welchii  isolated 

Crumble  Pudding  No  Salmonella,  Shigella,  Staphylococcus 

aureus  or  Clostridium  welchii  isolated 


Food  Sampling 

Watford  Rural  District  Council  is  not  a  sampling  authority  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  Routine  Sampling  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  details 

Milk  Samples:  78  Genuine 

nil  Not  Genuine 

Other  Samples  :  38  Genuine 

nil  Not  Genuine 


Details : 

Whisky  (2),  Lemon  drink  (2),  Coffee  sugar.  Cold  capsules.  Pork  sausage 
meat.  Beef  sausages.  Skinless  beef  sausages.  Meat  pudding.  Sweetened 
grapefruit  juice.  Grannies  cakes,  Jaffa  orange  drink.  Cheese  spread  and 
shrimp.  Dairy  fudge.  Sweetened  orange  juice.  Tomato  ketchup,  Jaffa  orange 
juice.  Custard  powder.  Orange  drink.  Instant  coffee.  Bicarbonate  of  soda. 
Cream,  Ready  cooked  rice.  Peeled  plum  tomatoes,  Ilchester  cheese  blended 
with  beer.  Vinegar  flavour  crisps.  Enriched  white  bread.  Pork  luncheon 
meat,  Irish  stew.  Ground  white  pepper.  Potato  sticks.  Cream  of  tomato 
soup.  Cape  loganberries.  Steak  and  kidney  pie.  Soft  brown  sugar.  Apricot 
preserve.  Washed  currants. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

Rodent  Control 

The  work  done  during  the  year  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949,  is  recorded  in  the  following  section. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 

Non- 

Agri  cultural 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  District  . 

17,660 

196 

2.  a,  Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 

notification  . 

222 

3 

b,  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  . 

172 

2 

(ii)  Mice  . 

<  53 

1 

3.  a,  Total  number  of  properties  (inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 

than  notification  . 

551 

292 

b.  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  . 

41 

33 

(ii)  Mice  . 

4 

1 

During  the  year  particular  attention  was  again  focused  on  established 
'‘black  spoC’  areas  with  some  degree  of  success.  In  cases  where  black 
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spot  areas  adjoin  the  curtilage  of  nearby  properties,  these  properties,  too, 
are  similarly  surveyed  at  regular  intervals.  This  is  reflected  in  the  in¬ 
creased  figure  for  properties  found  to  be  infested  for  reasons  other  than 
notification.  This,  however,  is  somewhat  balanced  by  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  rodent  complaints  received  from  non-agricultural  premises. 

No  evidence  of  Warfarin  resistance  by  rats  has  been  detected  in  the 
District. 


Pigeon  Control 

Feral  pigeons  continued  to  present  a  problem  on  the  extensive  Greater 
London  Council  housing  estate  in  the  Watford  Rural  Parish,  the  pigeons 
being  particularly  troublesome  on  the  blocks  of  flats  where  balconies  and 
access  ways  were  being  fouled. 

Large  wire  cage  traps  were  employed  on  the  flat  roofs  of  high  rise 
buildings  and  special  smaller  traps  were  designed  for  use  on  the  balconies 
of  individual  flats  where  fouling  by  droppings  was  particularly  evident. 

Bait  containing  a  proportion  of  maize  and  other  large  sized  grain  were 
placed  in  each  trap  together  with  a  container  of  water,  the  live  feral 
pigeons  so  trapped  being  humanely  disposed  of  by  the  use  of  carbon 
tetrachloride.  Trapping  was  continued  throughout  the  year  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  months  of  May,  June  and  July  when  the  birds  showed  a  marked 
disinclination  to  take  the  bait,  presumably  due  to  the  ready  availability  of 
adequate  alternative  natural  food  supplies. 

Trapping  activities  were  again  moderately  successful  and  a  total  of 
218  feral  pigeons  and  eggs  were  destroyed  during  the  year.  This  compares 
with  the  total  of  213  birds  and  eggs  destroyed  the  previous  year. 

Although  this  represents  a  significant  inroad  into  the  pigeon  population 
in  that  area,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  problem  of  fouling  of  buildings  on 
the  estate  has  been  entirely  eliminated,  and  since  daily  visits  to  each  of 
the  traps  is  necessary  in  order  to  deal  with  trapped  birds  and  renew  bait 
and  water  as  necessary,  it  is  a  somewhat  time-consuming  operation. 


Insect  and  Other  Pests 

Forty-six  visits  were  made  to  properties  as  a  result  of  complaints 
received  concerning  insect  infestations  of  various  kinds. 

Investigation,  advice  on  precautions,  and  treatment  of  the  infestation 
was  given  in  the  following  instances  ; 


Flies  . 

13 

Carpet  Beetles 

6 

Mites  . 

3 

Psocids . 

1 

Fleas  . 

7 

Bed  Bugs 

1 

Ants  . 

8 

Woodlice 

1 

Plaster  Beetles 

1 

Silverfish 

1 

Clover  Mites  ... 

2 

Complaints  of  wasp  infestation  are  investigated  and  dealt  with  by  the 
Council’s  Rodent  Operative  and  during  the  summer  months  115  wasps  nests 
were  destroyed. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

During  the  year  87  smoke  observations  were  carried  out  on  factory  and 
industrial  incinerator  chimneys  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of 
the  Clean  Air  Act  and  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations 
were  being  satisfied.  Whenever  necessary,  advice  was  given  to  plant 
engineers  and  boilerhouse  personnel  with  a  view  to  meeting  the  standards 
and  reducing  smoke  emission  to  the  minimum.  In  all  cases  the  co-operation 
of  management  and  staff  was  readily  forthcoming  and  in  no  case  was  it 
found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

Attention  is  paid  to  the  control  of  chimney  height  in  respect  of  all 
proposed  new  furnace  plant  exceeding  55,000  B.t.u.  in  output  in  order  to 
ensure  adequate  dispersal  of  the  products  of  combustion.  For  this  purpose, 
plans  of  all  new  buildings  incorporating  such  furnace  plant  are  referred  to 
this  Department  for  examination. 


OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

This  Act  came  into  force  during  1964,  and  the  occupiers  of  premises 
in  which  it  applies  are  required  to  register  with  the  appropriate  authority. 


Registration  and  Inspection 


No.  of  premises 
Reg.  at  end  of  year 

No.  of  general 
Inspections 

Offices  . 

52 

9 

Retail  shops  . 

203 

31 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

2 

— 

Catering  establishments  . 

22 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots . 

3 

— 

Total 

282 

41 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  :  341 


Number  of  Employees  : 
Class  of  workplace 


Number  of 
persons  employed 


Offices  . . 

571 

Retail  shops  . 

899 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  . 

6 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

123 

Canteens  . 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

10 

TOTAL  (males  692,  females  917) 

1,609 

Regi  stration 

During  the  year  a  further  16  premises  were  registered  under  Section  49 
of  the  Act.  The  failure  of  occupiers  of  premises  coming  within  the  scope 
of  the  Act  to  apply  for  registration  requires  constant  survey  but  compliance 
with  the  Section  has,  however,  been  readily  forthcoming  following  informal 
action,  and  in  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  consider  instituting  pro¬ 
ceedings. 
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Plans  of  all  new  buildings  submitted  for  Building  Regulation  and 
Planning  approval  and  likely  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  are 
referred  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  his  observations  in 
connection  with  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963.  This 
has  resulted  in  ensuring  both  immediate  registration  where  necessary,  and 
the  compliance  with  the  structural  and  other  requirements  of  the  Act  in 
appropriate  cases  at  the  drawing  board  stage. 


Enforcement  of  the  Act 

The  public  health  department  is  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act  within  the  Watford  Rural  District,  most  of  the  inspectorial  work  being 
carried  out  by  three  Public  Health  Inspectors.  No  special,  additional  staff 
are  employed  for  this  purpose. 

No  particular  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  securing  the  co¬ 
operation  of  occupiers  and  others  concerned  in  bringing  premises  up  to  the 
required  standard. 


Accidents 

Seven  accidents  at  registered  premises  were  reported  and  investigated 
during  the  year,  involving  injuries  to  two  female  and  five  male  employees. 

Two  of  these  involved  hand  lacerations  while  preparing  raw  meat.  A 
further  two  concerned  injuries  sustained  while  loading  and  unloading  goods. 
Two  related  to  falls  causing  back  injuries  due  to  an  employee  (1)  falling 
out  of  a  tipped,  chair,  and  (2)  slipping  over  when  attempting  to  clean  up 
spilt  oil. 

A  further  injury  occurred  as  a  result  of  oven  cleaner  being  inadvertently 
sprayed  into  her  own  face  by  the  employee. 

In  all  but  one  of  these  instances  the  injury  arose  due  to  the  negligence 
of  the  victim;  in  one  case,  however,  the  injury  was  caused  by  a  driver 
reversing  his  vehicle  on  to  the  foot  of  an  employee  who  was  loading  the 
vehicle  at  the  time. 


Lighting 

In  the  absence  of  specific  lighting  standards  the  recommended  Standards 
of  the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society  have  been  used  as  a  guide  and  the 
co-operation  of  employers  has  been  successfully  sought  on  this  basis. 
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FACTORIES 

Administration  of  the  Act,  1961. 

1.  —  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  F actories  in  which  Sections  1 , 
2,3,4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority . 

4 

7 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

66 

42 

_ 

_ 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out  - 
workers’  premises) 

70 

49 

— 

— 

2.  — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

F  ound 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

0,  insufficient.. 

b,  unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  includir 
offenc  es  relating  to  home¬ 
work  . 

g 

_ 

TOTAL 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Sec.  1 33  (i)  (c) 

No  list  of  outworkers  has  been  received  from  any  occupier  of  a  factory 
situated  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year. 


(b)  Sec.  134 

Details  of  111  outworkers  residing  in  the 
during  the  year,  the  nature  of  the  work  they 
follows 

Art  supplies  . 

Wearing  apparel  . 

Christmas  novelties . 

Lampshades  . 

Total 


Rural  District  were  received 
were  engaged  upon  being  as 


2 

19 

36 

2 


59 
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No  instance  of  outwork  in  unwholesome  premises  were  found  or  brought 
to  the  department’s  attention  during  the  year,  nor  was  any  outworker  found 
to  be  suffering  from  a  notifiable  disease. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Only  two  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  on  investigation 
these  were  found  to  emanate  from  a  Grain  Drying  plant  and  from  the  external 
compressor  motor  of  a  commercial  refrigerator.  In  both  cases  the  noise 
complained  of  was  reduced  to  tolerable  limits  by  the  provision  of  additional 
sound  insulation  following  informal  discussions  with  the  managements 
concerned. 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Fillings  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  registered  in  the  District  under  the  Act. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Three  premises  are  licensed  in  the  District  and  each  were  inspected  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1964  requires 
all  animal  boarding  establishments  to  be  licensed.  Eight  establishments 
are  registered  and  16  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 
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9/70  J.  B.  Nunn  (Litho  Services)  Ltd.,  Watford. 
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